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Vincent C. Campanella

The Pioin Dunler

Robert E. Sweeney

Sweeney, Campanella
trade campaign barbs

1n com

Cuxahoga
Robert weenev nd County
Audito . Campanella

traded broadsides and barbs yes-
terflav at a sometimes heated and
occasionally witty City Club
debate.

Campanella. a Republican, and
Sweenev, the incumbent Democrat.
repeated charges each has leveled
at the other during the course of
their campaigns for commussioner.

Campanella said his experience
as Cleveland city budget and law
directors and as county audjtor
provide lim with the tools and
kpowledge to cut the fat from the
county’'s  budget fat that
Campanella said Sweeney had
added.

Sweeney admitted the county's
buaget bas grown. but nsisted the
extra dollars were to provide serv-
jces to the poor and unempioyved.
He said Campanella. as a member
of a party epiommuzed by Ronald
Reagan. would turn county gov-
ernment over to businessmen and
bankers.

Sweeney also accused Campa-
nella of being the “architect of de-
fault” for hus role as budget director
under former Mavor Raiph J Perk.
a claim Campanella brushed aside
as ridiculous.

But Sweeney insisted that
Campanella was part of the reason
for the citv’s financial problems.
and read from an Urban Institute
report he said supported lus
claims.

The report said Cleveland. under
Perk. borrowed $44 million 15 1972,
$65 milbion 1 1974 and $20 million

ioner race

[
i joner in 1977; that bond funds were tap-

ped to cover operating deficits. and
that the city’'s sewer and mass
transit systems were sold and the
money used for day-to-day
operations.

“And you shouln’t have done
that,” Sweeney said, pointing at
Camparnella.

Campanella, however, continued
to insist that the city's budgets were
balanced while he was in office.
and he accnsed Sweeney of allowing
the county’s budget to climb from
“$452 millon in 1976 to $662 million
this year.

“It’s the big-spending. big-heart-
ed Bob Sweepey” who did that,
Campanella charged.

Sweeney said be endorses State
Issue 1, the proposed property tax
reform measure promoted by
Campanella and County Treasurer
Francis Gaul. But Campanelia alse
insisted that Sweepey continue to
work for additional legislation after
Nov. 4 to 1mprove the lot of
homeowners.

‘I'll guarantee you, Vince, if you
come b right after the first of the
year, I'll approve it,”” Sweeney
retorted.

Campanella also contipued to
remind Sweeney of the commus-
sioner’s abortive decision last vear
to resign. Campanella said his
commitment would be full ume
and. bke the farmer in need of
rain for his fields, be promised to
“bring some rain” to the county to
help 1t grow economically.

Sweeney responded by saving
that, “I've been contending hes
been wet all along."

TornE A AT
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Campanella decides to run

!

He sald he was prompted to enter :
the race by Sweeney's decision last
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in November.

year first to quit the post, then to .

. keep It. I think there

Campanells, 37, the only Repub-
lican candidate to challenge Swee-
ney so far, will not have to give
up his auditor's \post to run for

is a need to

have someone who wants the job,"
Campanella said. Hé sajd he would

serve full {ime.

commlssioner. His auditor's term

expires in 1983.

Campanella said he will oppose
further expansion of the county

airport,

contirued growth of the
county's social service administra-
tive costs and the lack of account-

Sweeney, who won the seat in

1978, is expected to face no oppo-

sitlon in the June 3 Democratic

pritary.

abllity among the many county

boards and commissions.

Campapella sald the major issue
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GOP poll puts

Stackhouse,
Sweeney in

loss column
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of the voters and Neff's by 36

Many politicians had pot expected Brown
for Neff Stackhouse's name was recog-

10 do as well with white voters.
Stackhouse, who has been involved in cop-

“-oversy for most of his almost four years 1o

>

"

:fice. had a 217 unfavorable rating. compared



Meal contracts held up for Campanella’s OK

Sweeney doesn’t want to bind man who beat him

. (\ '}
By Gary K. Clark {1}/
Contracts for next year's county-adminis-
tered hot meal program for the elderly were
tabled yesterday by County Commissioner Rob-
ert E. Sweeney until they are reviewed by
Commissioner-elect Vincent C. Campanella.

Sweeney said the four contracls, which call
for three catering firms to supply about 5300
hot meals daily in Cuyahoga, Medina, Geauga,
Lorain and Lake counties, should be voted on by
commissioners only afier consumers have
presented evaluations of the catering firms to
the commissioners and after Campanella’s
review.

“I do not feel inclined 1o bind him {Campa-
nella) to something he will have to live with in
1981," Sweeney said. Sweeney, defeated in his
bid for re-election by Campanella, said he
would take the same position on other contracts
that would be binding on Campanella next year.

s 7
— S L/

DEMOCRATS NEED ' NOT
APPLY ... Counly commissieners,
preparing Lo advertise for a man-
ager lo direct an expertmental
program designed to match elderly
people with useful federal pro-
grams, stopped momeniarily when
Commissioner
a Democrat, jokingly questioned
whether the job would go to a gued
Democrat.  Commussioner  kd
Felghan, a fellow Dem, took the
joke a step further, asking, "Per-
haps you'd be interested.”

Sweoney was defeated last month
hy County Auditor Vince Campa-
nella, a Republican. He and Cum-
massioner Virgil Browa, will form

a Hepubdlican mijurity on the buard
next year and will oversee all hyr-

mps

Campanella is county auditor.

Paul Alandl, director of the Area Agency
on Aging, a county office thul administers the
multi-county hot meal program, said bids for
the contracts were opened Nov. 6 and were to
be acted on in 30 days. He said he expects the
caterers will be willing lo wait for the contracts
to be awarded.

The meals are provided at 64 sites,

Alandt said he expects the county to be
about $370,000 short of the estimated $4.7 mil-
lion needed to fund the program next year.
About $700,000 Is provided by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the rest by the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Hunan Services.

The deficit will have to be made up, he
said, by limiting the number of meals provided,
by asking the elderly to pay more than the
average 13 cents per meal they pay now or by
finding other money sowces.

Average cost per meal next year 13 $2.06,
compared to the average $1.90 paid this year.
Alandt said if the deficit is covered by eliminat-
ing some meals later next year, it could affect
1,200 of the 6,000 meals served daily. Some
meals are provided from sources other than the
four contracts,

Sweeney also said one of the proposed

!

calerers, American Automatic Vending Co., was
criticized by Alandts staif tor poor service, a
decline in the quality of food and insufficient
oa-site visitation.

Jerry Gardner, company president, said
major problems had been dealt with and the
staff’s criticisms were minor.

S * e -
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Michael V. Kelley, administrative
assistant to State Auditor Thomas
E. Ferguson, is leaving July 1 to
become director of the re
campaign of
for county commissioner.

Headquarters will be at Euclid
Ave. and E. 19th St., close by
Cleveland  State  University's

o~ —— e gy

Ry

Cleveland-Marshall Law School,
where Kelley is a part-time student.

: Meeting set here on rules
. for radioactjve ahlpr&e ts
3 IYOr_s Bﬂ er elected offitiaT§ and
. community groups are being urged to at-
" tend a 9 a.m. meeting today in the Justice
} Center auditorium to discuss proposed
' federa) rules for shipment of radioactive
materials.

apoga County Commissioner flobert.
o SeeneyXsaid the rules proposed by the
S. Department of Transportation would

give the department final say in setting
routes for such shipments.

About iwo dozen Cuyahega County
communities have adopted ordinances regu-
fating shipmeats, and Sweeney said the pro-
posed federal rules could replace those
ordinances. :

Sweeney also wanis one of three pro-
. posed department hearlngs on the propusals
. 1o be in Cleveland.

T IR
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County is shortchanged

on road funds: Swgeney
TM&Qs[yomangln hoga Coun-

ty on. spending for highway constructivn and
rehabilitation projects, Cuyahoga County Com-
missioner Haber n0said yesterday.

Sweeney noted thdt The Plain Dealer re-
ported last week that 34 high-priority highway
projects in Greater Cleveland had been post-
poned by the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion because of inflation and declining gasoline
and diesel fuel-lax revenues
* Among the posiposed projects are the final
segment of Interstate FBO here and the Berea
Freeway grade-separatfon project at Cleveland
Hopkins In!ernational‘{\irpon. where the dan-
gerous Five Points Rd rauroad crossing is to
be eliminated. wl

Sweeney said he wjll request a meeling be-
{ween the commissionprs and Gov. James A
Rhodes to discuss highway funding.

He noted that thef county has paid Cleve-
land's share of severml bridge and highway
projects, and he rejectdd a suggestion by County |

gineer Ronald Stagkhouse that the county
pick up the state’s share of some projects.
"> “For someone to| suggest, while we are
parrylng the city's burJ en on our shoulders, that
we should also carry the state’'s burden, ls’
jmposing an inordinatply heavy burden on the
{axpayers,” Sweeney s3id.




Campanelia

By Gary R. Clark ‘ .
The confrontztion started with a hitle
campaign-style sparring but quickly deteriorat-
ec nto a finger-pointing shouting match.

County Commissioner Robert E’ Sweeney
and his general election challenger, County
Auditor Vincent C. Campanella, turned yester-
day's county commissioners’ meeting into a
candidates’ debate that left the audience alter-
naung between laughter and stunned silence.

The issues were politics and property reap-
praisals, both the computerized estimates
Campapella's office conducted last year and the
on-site inspections planped in preparation for
the 1982 reappraisals.

Sweeney declined to act yesterday on
Campanella’s request to increase the auditor's
budget from $1.6 million to $2.1 million to hire
30 people to conduct the inspections. Campanel-
1a later said be would take the issue to the state
commissioner of tax equalization, who has the
authority to require the funding.

Campanella, a Republican. apnd Democratic
County Treasurer Francis E. Gaul, have been
championing property tax reform for homeown-
ers for several years.

But yesterday. Sweeney. a Democrat,
charged that Campanella bas alienated the
General Assembly with his repeated attacks on
legislators for failing to change property tax
laws. Campanella said later he has tried work-
ing with legislators. but special interest groups
in Columbus are more powerful than tax
reformers

Sweepey said that about 80% of those peo-

tax appraisals

Sweeney

“~pie wyo fried tomplaims’ with the county's

boaras of tax revision obtained reductions of
therr Laxes, leading him to believe that Campa-
nella's computerized method was faulty.
Campanella said he has encouraged the tax
revision boards to grant reductions. and he said
the computerized system was being improved.

The exchange started with some bumor.
After Campanella bad explained the basics of a
new accounting system for the county, Sweeney
said, “I appreciate that. It will help me in the
future.” The audience laughed at Sweeney's
confidence in his re-election.

1 wouldn't want to give you any more help
than that.” Campanella countered.

Minutes later, Sweeney was charging that
Campanella’s computerized system was design-
ed o increase tax revenues. “I have to conclude
that the residential owner is getting it in the
neck from the system,” he charged.

Campanella then accused the commission-
ers of increasing taxes by placing a health and
human services levy on the June ballot.

Sweeney responded by charging that
Campanella’s computerized system is all wet.
“To 1mpose that burden on people is entirely
unfair,” he said.

“How many sigpatures did you get to
change the laws,” Campanella countered.

“Let me give you an answer,” Sweeney
said.

“T'll take it,” Campanella replied.

I think you're all wet,” Sweeney repeated.

“He's irresponsible” Campanella said after
the meeting. “It’s political barassment.”

Sweeney seeks to limit power

of state for tax reappraisals

The powers of Lbe ‘state commissioner of
tax equahzation to approve property appraisal
plans for Ohio's 88 county auditors should be
restricted, .Cuyahoga County Commissioner
Rober E. Sweeney said vesterday.

Robert R. Kinney. the state official, recent-
ly ordered that the countv give an additional
$368.000 to County Auditor Vincent C. Campa-
nella’s office to complete the reappraisal.

- Campanella is vying in the November elections
for Sweeney's seat.

Sweeney voted against the increased budget
May 5. saying that the method being used by
Campanella to conduct the appraisals would in-
crease residential taxes.

The extra funds are to hire 30 additional
people to conduct on-site property appraisals in

preparation for the 1982 tax year. Kinney's
order poted that Ohio law gives the tax com-
missioper the authority to approve apn auditor's
appraisal plaps, and to approve an auditor’s
budget if local county commissioners refuse.

‘Sweeney said be would ask legislators to
support a bill limiting that authority. He said he
would contact State Sen. Neal F. Zimmers Jr..
D-5, of Dayton, chairman of the Senate’'s Wavs
and Means Committee; State Rep. Patrick A
Sweeney, D-6. of Cleveland. a member of the
House's Ways and Means Committee. and House
Speaker Vernal G. Riffe Jr. about the sitvation

Sweeney said he also requested Thomas P.
Gill. chief of the county prosecutor's civil divi-
siop. to determine if entering homes to conduct
inspections would be a violation of privacy
laws.
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]Sweene ealls]
for a subsidy:
to aid theater_sf

By BETTY KLARIC
If Cuyahoga County Commissioner- Robert
weeney has his way, public money wﬂl—xm
. of those Playhouse Square theaters
sglated to be dark for the next 18 months.

Sweeney, who says that the Playhouse Square
Foundation is in financial distress, urged that an
.emergency meeting be held of rep tatives

" from the county, the city, Playhouse Suare Foun-
- dation and others involved in the Square 8 revital-

ization moves. -
"' He said the groupsm me£ acide if
this community ig able to keep one theater going.”’

~ * Sweeney said be would be willing to commit
-county money for theater operations to stimulite
f_’ﬂnandalmpportbythedty ltltn,foundm
% corporations and individusls. . .

“' Last week, Charles Raison, executive '
athemayboms«;uare Foundnﬁon.nidihp

*atenwouldboclued-— » l

_planned S,
: openﬂnzlouofM'IOOObetweeneryﬂ

: Anka appearance alone. . - - . . ,&'.}
i . “T don't belfeve that the thiesters can make it ¢ ]
,mmmmmﬂwcs“my N
fe Corpouuom.nndxvmmmdtyandm

¢ must eonsider a subsidyJfor operations apart from
. theup!uleoddtheoomphx,ﬁ:emmmhdow
- declared.
. ‘The county bought the ,Loew’l Bulldlng thd
houses the State and Ohio Theaters for $631,000
- and has spent more than a million dollars to rem-
. ovate and furnish thoofﬂeemceforthe.!umﬂo
Court child support eperations.

In sddition, a §3.1 million federal grant has paid
for restoratiom of the State Theater.

Sweeney said that restoration will be completed
in several months, but that the State stage still
must be rebuilt and efforts are being made to se-
cure additional federal funding.

“It is distressing and discouraging to have an
suditorium without a stage,” said Sweeney.

While a large amount of public money has been
spent on the buildings, none has been used toward
theater operating costs thus far.

Sweeney suggested the Playhouse Square Foun-
dation’s survival might be in jeopardy.

“A eity’s cultural appointments are critical to
its vitality and attract commerce and tourism,”
uld Sweeney o ’




Playhouse Square Sweeney is accused ®
operating subsidy
asked by Sweeney

By Gary R.Cark  [if &

Representatives of area govern-
ments and private fourdations will
be asked to consider subsidizing
operations of the Plavhouse Square
iheater complex downtown. - -

Only a partial season of events
is being planned for this vear and
pext. mainly n the lobby of the
State Theater, because of renova-
tion and money probiems, said
Charles W. Raison. executive
director of the Playhouse Square
Foundation.

Cuyahoga tv Cormr

complex, once completed, would
bave three operating theaters and
restaurants.

However, the foundation has not
received any firm commitments
said.

Sweeney sajd government subsi-
dies for the aris are not a new
idea. He listed the National
Endowmoent for the Arts. the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities, and the comimissioner's
$200,000 subsidy to the arts bere
as ex. 1 !

R said yesterday
that the foundauon has lost $237,-
000 since the beginning of the year,
mainly from operation of the Pal-
ace Theater.

He suggested that area govern-
ments and private foundations and
contributors consider an operating
subsidy so that the complex can
fulfill its promise of becoming a
regional cultural center.

“What we ought to be doing is
turning the lights on, not turning
them off,” Sweeney said.

Raison declined to confirro the
$237.000 loss, but did admit the
theaters have “lost quite a bit of
money."

County commissioners have been
renovating the Loews’ Building,
which includes the State and Ohio
theaters, with federal funds orgi-
nally earmarked for Cleveland's
Gateway project. Little has been
done to the Ohio Theater, but the
State Theater is 90% completed.

The Palace Theater, Raison said,
bas been remodeled with private
funds. But the Palace peeds im-
provements in 1ts electrical wiring
and stage ngging.

The foundation launched ap $18
milbon fund-raising campaign in
March to finance renovauons at all
three theaters, If successful, the

A meeting will be scheduled soon
with representatives of the county,
city of Cleveland, private founda-
tions, individual contributors, the
Convention and Visitors Bureau of
Greater Cleveland and state apd
federal agencies to discuss the
subsidy proposal, Sweeney said.

of political

retaliation

aggip__.gtﬁl\abor agengy

A p;obos;d to eﬁm.inate Cu&ah_oga
County’s funding of the United
Labor Agency (ULA) has prompted

that Commissioner Ro_%e&__
endorsement of Swee-

ney’s opponent in the November
election.

ULA executive director Mel Witt,
who is aiso president of the Cleve-
land AFL-CIO Federation of Labor,
made the accusations after he
learned commisaioners were con-
sidering a proposal to cut $318,157
in ULA funding.

Witt said Sweeney is irritated by
the federation's endorsement last
month of Cuyahoga County Auditor
Vincent C. Campanella, Sweeney's
Republican opponent.

Sweeney denied the charge, not- *
ing be bas long been a supporter
of organized labor. But he said a
welfare department study of the
ULA found the services funded by
the county duplicate services pro-
vided elsewhere by county govern-
ment and the city of Cleveland.

Sweeney and Commi: Ed-
ward F. Feighan said the welfare
department study, and its proposals
for cutting funding for the ULA
and other agencies, was initiated

Officials here offering

mone
TR 3'_}’9’9

By Joseph L. Wagner

Cuyah Commissioner
Robert E.\Sweeney ledged $100.-
0! county Tunds and Mayor

George V. Voinovich said he might
offer the Cleveland Convention
Center rent-free as the city began
bidding for one of the League of
Women  Voters'  presidential
debates.

The offers came during a lunch-
eon for Lee Hanna, coerdinator of
the Presidential Forums for the
league, and bis assistant, Milton
Weiss. They are in town inspecting
faciliies and divining for money
to underwrite the cost of the
debates.

"If we expect to get the debates.
we must come up with the seed
money.” said Mildred Madison,
president of the league's Cleveland
chapter.

Hanna. while admitting cash is
needed by the league to pay off
primary debate debis and finance
the four anticipated debates. said,
"I must emphasize, the debate 15
not for sale..., The dectsion will
be based on more objective crite-
ra.”

Sweeney's offer caught most of
the 50 government. media and

Ilall for debate
/L -

business executives off guard, in-
cluding his Republican colleague,
Commussioner Virgil E. Brown.

"If we expect this town 1o be a
big league town, we have to act
like big leaguers.” Sweeney said.
He said later the money could come
from the county’s general fung.

The expense would be worth it
if a debate and surroundmng pub-
licity enhances the city's image,
Sweeney said.

Brown. however. was less en-
thusiastic, saying. “We'll just have
10 study it.”

Voinovich, in response to a Plain
Dealer inquiry. said if it would be
legal, he would consider giving the
center Lo the league rent-free.

Voinovich said the city could re-
celve sufficient tax revenue gener-
ated by the debate from hotel and
sales taxes 10 compensate the cty
for loss of rent. Plus, it would be
good for the city "to have people
see what a great city it is,” the
mayor said.

Hanna said Sweenev's offer was
very persuasive but said he expects
that other cities 1n the 16 they ex-
pect to visit will make public
auditoriums available rent-free for
debates. s

because of a projected $7.3 mflljon
shorifall this year imn federal Title
XX funding for soc:al services.
Welfare Department 'Dwwetor
John P. MrG:aty » id commussion-
ers ordered {le study in Febrwary
and that the budget-cutting
proposals were completed-in.early
May, before the AFL-CIQ endorsed
Campanelia. . .
McGinty said $53.975 -way paid
in the last vear to the ULK -for
finding jobs for referrals from the
welfare department. McGinty said
of 273 referrals, 11 persons, or 1.4
per month, found employment. -
Witt argued that the ULA, which
also receives funding fromr United
Way and other sources, bas found
Jobs for 87 persons since last_July.
Most were non-welfare deparunent
referrals. but Witt said.the.ULA
located the jobs and provides. an
important service. e
McGinty also said a,§204.000
information and referral;grogram,
and 2 $60,182 family-life’aducation
program for the elderly, are dupli-
cations of services provided by
other area agencies.
Sweeney said he would debate
Witt’s charges i any union hall in
the county.




Sweeney backed hospital board boycott, PD learns

By John Nuasbaum AQ‘JM Common Meas and Probate

Three days belore Cuyulioga
Counly oifictals vpened o hearing
on the boycott of counly hospital
board miechings by lrve dissident

trustees. .C Jmmissioner
Habesl 1 Saieacy urged the
dissidents 1o continue thenr boyeotl,
The Plam Dealer Jearned

At the end of the hearing earlier
this month, Lhe five were distnssed
for their action, zlong with the
board charrman, lawyer Witliam F.
Snyder, with whom they were
feuding. The charge was “conduct
impairing the failhful, efficient and
inteligent admimistration” of the
hospital system.

It also was learned that an the
last day of the hearing, Sweeney
vetoed a proposcd comprumtse that
might have ended the boycott and
enabled Snyder W remaln as
chairman.

Fo-- ‘ssidents and Snyder aro
|wqm“melr removal.

Hospital trustees are appomled
by eounty commissioners — Swee-

nex, Edward F. Feighan and Virgil
E. Prown — and the semor judges

o tinued (rom Page 20-A
&: duwn Soyidee would oat
agree to have any uf Uie dissidents
in the chair
But late tn the alternoon of Oct
10, Wigmer at on o pussibie vom-

promise Je discussed at with Bal-
lew. Each thuught mrmbers of ther

eourls — Hoy F° McMahon and
Franes J Tulty. As commission
presudent, Sweeney presides over
the panel.

The dissidents were lawyers
Lawrence Landskrener, Lawrence
S Dolin and Owen L. Heggs; kd-
ward J. Wagner, vice president of
Cardmast Federal Savings & Loan
Assuctatiun, and Sara K. Robechek,
a cerlified financial planner.
Several said they fell they were
punished by Sweeney for doing his
bidding.

For mere than a year Swecney,
a severe critic of the hespital
admimistration, openly encouraged
the dissidenls to question the
administration of Henry E. Man-,
ning, hospital president, and to
streamline Lhe organizalion's liscal
procedures. The five kept Sweeney
apprised of their activities and

regularly exchgnged information

wilh him.

Snyder had supported Manning
and his staff The remaining four
trustees — lawyer Sydney S
Friedman, architect Jubhn F. Lipaj,

respective factions gnt buy it

Snyider would remann chairman
untit the end of his term nexi

Muarch. providing he would make

no public statement on behall of

the huspital without clearing it with
the Tull board.

Also. munthly board meclings

former {ieveland Councilman Al-
bert A, Bullew and Dr Henry A.
Zunmerman, a cardiwlogist — sided
mostly with 8nyder. They faced no
charges at the heanng, bul were
asked to resign. They refused.

On Sept. §5, after repeated
clashes, Lhe dissidents notified
Snyder they would slay away from
meelings as long as he remained
chalrman.

The next board meeting had been

. set for Sept. 24. The boycotl pre-

veated a quorum and halted conduct
of the hospital system’s business
affairy. Snyder and the trustees
loyal to him asked tbe appoln
officials to intervene. Swea
a hearing for Oct. 1. \

State law requires tpe
board to meet once a
Jast attempt Lo achieve p ¢
to handle the montdl;

could say, 'This in no way changes
Lhe issues which will be decided at
tomorrow’s hearing, but meanwhile
we are here because of our concern
lor the hospital.’

"Sweeney counseled us not to go.
I had a message thal he tried to
call me Saturday (Sept. 27), and
when | finally reached him Sunday
afternoon, the gist of what he said
was, ‘Don’t you people go 10 that
meeling. Get your charges against
Snyder down here in time for the
hearing.’ "

Sweeney confirmed the tetephone
cqmversation, but took issue with
what he called Wagner's interpre-
tation of it.

“Ed Wagner told me the same
thlnx. and | told him he misunder-
& sood what I said,” 8wceney told
The Plain Dealer.

Robechek reported a similar
! tele

Snyder called a lpl‘-hl g hyw coaversation wilh Swee-

Sept. 30. i '-t' Doy Sept. 27. Sbenld discussed
The weekend befoN mz " ber g vul-

iag, boycotting trustees met und nerable at the upcomlu;hearing

considered altending.

“Some of us felt we now could
attend,” Wagner recalled. “We
1

would be scheduled so representa-
tives of the medival staff could at-
tend, and the nunipating commiltee
to pick Spyder's successur and other
new ofhicers would be agreed on
immedialcly.

Wagner and Ballew borrowed a
secretary in the county admimis-

“He lold me, ‘You have my per-
sonal and professional word you
will not be removed.’ ” she said.

trator's office, had the proposal
typed up, slarted circulaling it
among the trustees and sent copies
in 1o Sweeney and the other
offreials.

Al the next hearing recess, Wag-
ner said, a county aide caught him
in the hall and told him, "Sweeney
won’l buy it.”

Thus, the dissident trusiees went
into the hearing cunlident they bad
Sweeney's suppurt.

Snyder was represented by law-
yer Stephen . Walters, who in-
sisted on court-hike procedure. His
first move was to have the gharges
defined. He then asked for $nd ob-
tained a week's delay, to Odt 8, 1o
prepare a defense. Bul thé dissi-
dents — three of them lawyers —
said (hey felt they needed no awyer
and were willing Lo submit|to the
jurlsdiction of the panel thdre and
then.

"1 didn't know | was gettipg inlo
anything that deep, or | would have
hired counsel,” Robechek sai rlaler
"1 had been working with the people
at the county. The whole isige was
the board's accountability t: the
commissioners. They have IH rbed
a great deal of my time.

“Ireally thought we would

the izsues of the hospital Fl the
hearing. But it was just the same
personality things, like bad
board meeling. We never 'Fo( to
the real issues. 1 just leel s$ used
~ and I don't even have a rual.e

Sweeney said members i the
panel  felt  the hearing] had
progressed (oo far, and the evidence
shawed the rift 1 the huspi\ai board
was so deep thal there was ng puint
in halting the nearly completed
hearing to explore another| com-
promise proposal

Four days later the oﬂxc14]> an-
nounced the dismussal of the six
trustees and requested the resig:
nattons of the remawng four L
was apnounced as a unanimous
decision The panel felr 1t bpst
name an entirely new hospilal
hourd

Most of the trustees ad 1o nier
trustees disagteed Somic disonds e
said they would be wilhng to lestfy
for the remaming tour trustees. 1f
they were forced Lo defend ther
rehusal (o resign

They said 10 {reshinen Tunnng

ment on the record about my sland
o the huspital issues, why T avied
us 1 dud

“He (Sweenry) really sel me up,”
Rubechck said “This hospilal was

hud by the prople who ultimately
are supposal (o proteet it Lthe
county commissinners.”

The hearing, when it finally got
under way, luok aboul 25 hours —
from 9 am Oct 8101 30 the next
mormng, with tecesses for lunch
and dinner, and Irom 9 am to 8
pm et 100 The officials consid-
ered the evidence and testimony
over the Columbus Day weekend
and announced the ruling Oct. 14.

Before reconvening the hearing
alter (he Vet 8 lunch recess,
Sweeney asked the 10 hospilal
trustees 1o relire o a closed con-
ference room for 30 minutes for
one lasl try at reconciliation. They
took more than an hour, but were
unable Lo cume to lerns.

Later it was reported they could
nol agree on who wouid replace

Snyder as chairman Il he agreed
CM.: Page 2)-A

the complex hospital system would
be a disaster. They would rather
see al least four experienced
lrustees remain on the board, de-
spile past differences.

On Friday, the deadline for ap-
pealing the ruling, Walters filed a
hutice of appeal on Snyder’s behalf
in Common §'leas Court. Landsk-
roner appealed on behall of Wag-
ner, Robechek, Dolin and himsel.
The cases were assigned to Judge
Lloyd O Brown. Waliers has asked
for a stay of (he dismussats and of
appointment of new trustees whule
the appeals are pending

Heggs dud not appeal Furmerly
the spokesman for the dissidenta,
hie as the only one who hss been
unwilling to discuss the episede on
the tecord sipee the rahing He said
he did nol want 1o contimee the
publiv controntaine



Funds for debate debatable

Sweeney would dip into another till for county share

L

A

1t

N

subsidy, which was lobbied for by the

convention bureau, the county "has no

Sweeney, Campanella
trade blows on finance

By Joseph L. Wagnerpy | </
and Gary Clark A '
{Q‘“L" Commissioner thgg&;
Sweeney vesterday accused his
allenger, Auditor Vincent C.
Campanella. of being the "architect

of default” and Campanella
ceunterattacked with charges of
government waste’ against
Swesney: - --r———

“The cross-fire signaled an esca-
Jating battle between Sweeney and
Campanella at a time when a
Republican poll shows Campanella
with ap 18B-point lead over the
Democrat who beat him for the
commissioner’s seat four years
ago.

»Sweepey was taking aim at
Campapella’s campaign theme of
being a professional financial
agecutive. Campanella’s strategy is

Meanwhile, league and ABC network
officlaly said a flap over a potential
scheduling conflict for the Cleveland de-

bate is “‘academic at this point.”
The Cleveland debate has been

tentatively scheduled for Oct. 27, the
are nhight of a network Monday Night Foot-

ball game between the Miami Dolphins

discretionary use over those funds,”
and New York Jets,

said Feighan.
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general fund,” sald Commissioner Virgil

offer is coming into focus.

to portray Sweenev as an advocate
of big and costly government.

] feel he is the architect of de-
fault in that he submitted to council
a very false report as to the finan-
cial liguidity of the city of Cleve-
land” Sweeney said in a Plain
Dealer interview.

Sweeney said former Mayor
“Raiph J Perk could boast of bal-
anced budgets because Campanella,
Perk's budget director from 1971-
75, juggied capital improvement
bond funds and manipulated federal
Comphrensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) money to fi-
pance “an army of political
cronies.”

Campanella responded: “It’s been
five years since ] was the budget
director. For him (Sweeney) to lay
the blame of (former Mayor Dennis

, the local ABC

affiliate, said, “The whole Issue s

“From what we understand, the
Under the law authorizing the =academic until the date is finally set.”

league is still taking suggestions for
dates,” said an ABC spokesman in New

A league official in Washington, D.C;,
sald, “This date is very tentative; we
- James Lowe, public reldtions official

said Sweeney, reler- ers cannot dictate that the bureau must for WEWS Channel 5
ring to Warren Traflon, president of the spend it for that purpose.

convention bureau.

Although Felghan said using the still have to have discussions with the

convention bureau subsidy for the de- candidates to set the exact dates.”

Commissioner Edward F. Felghan
, “1 think $100,000 might be a little
more than we can afford right now."

the one that made the offer.”

Sweeney said yesterday.
“Warren's indicated he’s supportive bate “is a possibility,” the commission-

“The money should come out of the E. Brown. “Talk to Mr. Sweeney, he's
of the whole idea.”

8o, in cffect, the convention bureau

®1 4 million a year and I don't know of gajd
is making the donation, right?

Cleveland Convention and Visitors Bu-
“The 3% bed tax is generating some
any betler way to dump $100,000 of it."

reau budget,”

J.) Kucinich's default on me is like
blaming George Washington for the
Vietnam War.

“In 1971, we inherited a $27
million deficit and balanced the
budgets trom 1972-75. One of the
last things 1 did was negotiate the
highest note rating from Moog- -
Investors Service. When I left. the

Teity also had an A credit rating

As for the accusation he manip-
ulated the CETA budget. Campa-
nella said. “I had absolutely nothing
to do with the budgets for lederal
funds. That was the responsibility
of the Human Resources
Department.”

Campanella said Sweeney “has
hired 1,000 employes for his own
political army the past 10 months
and the cost of county government
has risen $200 million the past four

ears. 1 guess he's presuming
everybody does the same thung.”

Sweeney released 2 summary of
a U.S. Labor Department audit of
the city’s CETA program in which
administrative and budget prob-
lems were pinpointed and said the
_ federal government had a $10.4
smillion finding against the city. At
present, the city is negotiating a
repayment schedule for some $4
million owed the Labor
Department.

“The audit report is a tremendous ,
indictment of apyone associated
with this public administration (of
Perk). He (Campanella) has never

" been called out on this as he is

. about to be called out in this cam-
paign for ms handling of public
funds.”

Campanella called Sweeney's
charges ‘'politrcal hogwash * and
added Sweeney should be “indicted
for intellectual dishonesty. He is
obviously misinformed.”

In a reJated move, Mayor George
V. Veinovich is expected to endorse
Campanella and County Commis-
sioner Virgil E. Brown today during
an 11 a.m. news conference. There
had been speculation that Votnovich
would remain neutral in the race
between Campanella and Sweeney.
with whom Voinovich served with
as commissioner before election as
lieutenant governor.
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sdonér on Nov. 4, The
TR BAGAN nd ROBERRSWERNEY.
Bqamopponenththehmmbmtﬂmﬂ
BI'Wn. who has been a capable commis-
' sioner. Our recommendation of Hagan is
not meant to reflect poorly on Brown, but is
.made in the belief that Hagan would bring
someemordmary quauties tothe post of

v chairman of the County
t] Partyandhnmdstomdgnthat

, if elected commiggioner,. . [

‘eamtydnirman.ﬂaganhasatﬁmes
dep. a controversial figure. More impor-
Jht though, his tenure has been marked by
8 energetic attempt to bring fresh leader-

{ qlmd.l!annwould worttoimpmn.

P T Y
A SRR R et
Co e

3 and new ideas lnto the 'strean)' of
. lic polities: ;

aervlcu,parﬂaﬂarlyforwﬁ?n;wb‘. Hstoming to's h ddesina'j'

'-:ningfoueountnomm

Hagan ¢ and Sweenéy

grammomdooelymnitoud.

- Hagan also intends to see that there is ‘
more accountabjlity on the pait of boards -
and agencies whose members are appointed
by the ners.

The proposal to reform county govern-
ment with an elected exscutive and nine .
commissioners has Hagan's support. The
Press also agrees with this measure. L

In sum, Hagan's intelligence and vigorous !
approach to whatever he does recommends
him highly for election as-a county

X

In the other commissioner - raee we be-
Heve ,eeney dmuld -alacted to
another i & worthy
challenger in County Auditor Vincent
Campanelh A

Sweemyispresidentoftheboardof 5 '

ﬂnr-enmebma the'dboard
Sweeneylwhhutbelud

Mayor Voinovich to get federal’ hmﬂttore-
train unemployed auto workers.” . ...
ouhisconcemsforﬂmhmmmim-
proving health care services and working
for better coordination im county-city
programs. - -

If both Hagan and Sweeney win, along
with Edward Feighan they would comprise
an all-Democratic board.

Ideally, we would prefer that the board
have ooe member of the opposition party.
But we think enough of the qualities of Ha-
gan and Sweeney to recommend their
election. :

misdmmmditsmosteﬂedivombet.}
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Cuyahoga County Commissioner Roberf‘Sweenev takes time out from

a rather dreary election night to sérve a piece of birthday cake to 2
supporter. Sweeney, who lost his bid for re-eiection, turned 56

yesterday. PRESS NOV S 'BO  (Press photo by Larry Nighswander)
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Campanella credits
Reagan groundswell
for win over Sweeney

By Joseph L. Wagner d"!_
Republican Countv Auditor vin.
cent €. Campanella. claiming ne
berefited from a Ronald Reagan
groundswell in the suburbs. defeat-
ed wncumbent

Democrat
Commussioner Robe ;.

With 600 of 1.761 precincts re-
porting. Campanella led 100.181 to
70.45Y.

Campanella. who campaigned on
an anu-big government theme, said
his victory is a message from the
volers for government to “take
vour hand out of my pocket.” *

Campanella added. “People are
more conservative. They're at the
end of their belts and they want
government to tighten its belt.”

Campanella’s victory is expected
to fuel a drive to run Campaneila
for lieutenant governor in 1982
Republican sources said last night.

Those sources said Campanella
would team with Columbus Mayor
Tom Moody. who is expected to
run for governor.

Camparella said he has heard
the speculation. but would not
comment.

Camparella said his staff. which
had been stationed at key precincts
tnrovghout the county, reported
that he was was posting margins
of 2 to 1 and 3 to 1 1n Republican
supurban strongholds. while keep-
.nZ pace with Sweeney 1in strong
Democrauc pockets in Cleveland.

Sweenev said a conservative
trend helped defeat him. He said
he did not lose because of President
Carter. but because of Ronald
Reagan.

In hus concession speech. Sweeney
zald. "'l sense the country has taken
a sharp turn to the right and I'm
very concerned about the republic
being in the hands of the Republican
partv.”

He said Campanella’s image as
a tax reformer played a major role
in Campanella’s victory. “There
was a great reaction about less
spending. 1 want to know where
1neyv are going to make the cuts. |
know one thing. big business is 1n
the saddie in thus country.” he
said.

Sweenev and Campanella squar-
ed off once before in 1976. That
was Campanella's first try for po-
iyycal office against the veteran
campargner and popular Irishman
wno had once been a CONEressman
atldrge

ELECTION

This fall's race produced sharp
differences along partisan lines
between the two candidates. Swee-
ney portraved himself as a liberal
Democrat, interested in social pro-
grams that would benefit the poor
and unemployed. Campanella’s
theme was one of comservatism,-
less government and less taxes.

In the campaign crossfire,
Sweeney called Campanelia a one-
issue candidate, a reference to
Campapella’s push for the State
Issue 1 tax reform referendum.
Sweeney was hard-pressed to criti-
cize Campaneila on State Issue 1
as Sweeney’s fellow Democrat.
Treasurer Francis E. Gaul. was
allied with Campanella on th
referendum.

Campanella picked up on a
favorite theme of politicians,
charging Sweeney with advocating
big government.

Campanella said Sweeney's sup-
port of the county charter symbol-
1zed Sweeney's expansionist views
and added that bigger government
did not necessarily mean better
government.

Sweeney emphasized his incum-
bency and his experience, while
Campanella stressed his experience
and style as a “government tech-
nician’ in the campaigns which
featured an advertising blitz the
last weekend.

County Republican party chair-
man Robert E. Hughes said the
GOP would hold a convenuion in
Januvary to pick a new county
auditor. Campanella’'s auditor's
term ends in 1982,

Hughes said possible successors
include State Reps. Donna Pope.
R-12. of Parma. and Matthew J.
Hatchadorian. R-17. of Mayfield:
Claudia M. Guzzo, deputy director
of the elections board: former Pro-
bate Court Judge Joseph J. Nahra.
who 1ost the 22d District Congres-
sional race vesterday 1o State Rep.
Denms E. Eckart. and Probate
Court Judge Robert S. Malaga, who
was defeated vesterdav.




Forgerie
By Gary Clark H

Mute Han 2900 rejected prnr-
Hons inking tor a change i Cuya-
higa County government are being
gven d second, mare thorough, in-

spectiun a3 the resuit of charges
that the first check was conducted
improperly

alleged on charter petitions in recheck

The second inspection of the
petiions submitted by pruponents
slacaunty charter began yusterday
and led to the discovery that |0
peutions, and perhaps more, may
contain forged signatures

Robert E. Hugbes, charrman of

the Board of Elections, ordered the
[

second nspection - response 10

complaits from Cornnus-
sioner Robert K Bweene,

Sweeney charged Monday that
election buard employes conducted
an comprient inspection of the
charter petitions by invalidating the

signatures of registered volers,

such as County Admunistrator Gor
don 1. Mulicneaux, that the baard's
main mdex of registered volers wis
nul up-lu-date, aod Lthat many of
the temparary board ciupluyes who
conducted the first check were
inexperienced.

Sweeney was informed of the

.

From First Page

updaled daily and that the people
;who checked the charter petitions
‘were trained by experienced bhoard

!unployes.

, Hughes said Mulleneaux’ signa-
‘ture was ruled invalid because he
Is registered to vote !n Lakewood,
but listed a Shaker Helghts address
Fm the charter petition. Mulleneaux

- yesterday. N

X Tie alieged forgeries were om
petitions circulated by a Berea
man, who was one of 50 to 60 pepple
whom charter proponents pald 40,
cenis for each signature they ob-
tained. Paying people to obtain
signatures on petitions is permitted,
Hughes said. :

Joseph Tholl, a handwriting ex-
pert with 25 years' experience, said
many signatures on the 10 petitions
appeared to have been signed by
the same person in blue, black and
green ink.

)

“These are completely phony,”
Tholl said, pointing to several
signatures. “"You've got a real good
case of fraud here. There's no doubt
aboul it. It's flagrant.”

Hughes said the second inspection
would be more thorough than the
first one and that he would not
oppose a suggestion by Sweeney to
hire an independent firm to
double-check the board's accuracy.

The Pioin Deakr Kwrt MutChier

Handwriting expert Juseph Tholl inspects county charter peti-
tiuns that he suid contained forged signatures.

- “Once a flap like this starts,
we're going to check these (peti-

- -

tians) backwards and forwards,” he
said. “This (charges of an improper
$tirst check) was a cheap shot by
; the citizens league to cover up their
own sloppy (petition) effort.”

Charter proponents had submit-
ted 47,538 signatures, and 18,191
.were invalidated by the election
hoard. RHughes said 12,858 signa-

es were invalidated because the
‘{signers were not registered voters,
'i 191 because the signers used pencil,

{waa unavajlable for comment { 190 because the signatures were
“Xprinted, 35 because the signers were

couniy residents and 939 be-
no address was listed.

The citizens league and the
League of Women Volers are the
main proponents of the charter
proposal, which, if approved by
voters in Novernber, would replace
the county's three elected commis-
sioners with an elected executive
and nine assemblymen, elected
from districts.

Citizens League President Gerald
L. Gherlein said the league stands
by the charges made by Sweeney.
He sild the group may decide this
week whether 1o formally protest
the [igst inspection Lo (he secretary
of state.

The proponents have until Sept
5 to obtain the 13,703 vilid signa-
tures needed to place the issue on
the November ballot.

Hughes said the Berea man, and
circulators of any other pelitions
thal appear 10 conlain furgeries,
would be requested or subpoenaed
to appear before the eleetions buard
Monday.

probdetas by members ol the i

s Laagar al Bvater Cleseland,
wlte ionitored The fiest lispe Lon

Hughes aml Thoanas 16 ek huch,
the boand ~ supetvisor b feplalna
ten detiied Sweeney s ochorges
Jaohhteh said e mam unlex s
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Commissioners write last chapter of ’80:
Goodby Sweeney; hello wage increases

By Gary R. Clark ,/

Some final. officiat acls — in
cluding pay raises for most clected
county nfficials — were sandwiched
belween handshakes, back slaps,
Jaughs, color portrijls, warm words
and pronuses at the county com-
musswners’ final meeting of the
year yesterday.

Behind the good cheer was a po-

From First Page

needed more advice. And two rows
of seals were occupied during part
of the meeting by some of Swee-
ney’s 13 children. One sald they
were there for their father's “last
hurrah.”

Amid the compliments, commis-
sioners approved a resolution (hat
assures funds will be available
during the next four years for pay
raises for elected county officials,
including the commissioners,
treasurer, recorder, prosecutor,
clerk of courts, coroner, engineer

and sheriff. P

The pay hikes were approved by
the Ohio Legislature, but the au-
thorily to implement them was
passed on {o local commissioners,
Feighan said he thought it was ill-
advised for the legislature to re-
quire commissioners to approve
pay raises for their political peers.

Sweency said the pay of elected
county officials is below that of
comparable positions in business
and industry. He said former Com-
missioner Seth Taft, a Republican,
earned $22,500 while directing the
county’'s business.

The amounts of the raises will
vary depending on the office.
Feighan, for ‘instance, ecarns $34,-
500 That will go to $39.330 in 1984,

litically sobering fact that has been
on the minds of county Democrats
stnce Nov. 4: When the Lhree-mem-
ber commission reconvenes Mpon-
day, control will shift from Demo-
crats 1o the Republicans.

Thal control means directing the
flow of the $500 million each year
through the county for health and
human services, justice and general
government.

The Pioin Deak

Robert E. Sweeney

Brown and Campanella also will
earn thal amount in 1984

David K. McClurkin, director of
the county’s Office of Budget and
Management, said (he combined
salary and fringe benfit costs for
the elected officeholders, plus those
of the appointed public defender,
who usually carns the same as lhe
prosecutor, will go from $331.850
annually this year to $424.000 in
1984

It means hiring emploves, from
jamitors o departinent directors,
and making appuointments lo the
many buoards and agencies that
oversee everything from sewers
and buses tu port operations and
hospital services.

Republican Commussioner Virgil
E. Brown, whe is expected to be-
come commission president next
year, joined Democratic Commis-

sioner Kdward F. Feighan yester-

day in siying farewell to g n
Commussianer Robert E Awceney, ™
a Democrat 0 SCT z

lwo years as commission
president

Sweency was defeated Nov. 4 by
County Auditor Vincent C Campa-
nella, who will be sworn In as
commissioner Friday. Campanelia,
Brown, and whoever Is selected by

the county Republican pariy to re-
place Campanila as adduor, will
he the only Republicans among the
county's 11 elected officpholders
Sweeney was prvsen' J with a
color portrat of hienself. Feighan
comphmented him on g weals and
integrity and Brow, ptomised tp
keep Sweeney's heine an* law oitice

phune numbers hyy |n case he
Cantinucd M Pagd & A



Sweeney, Voinovich ignore parties,
jointly sponsor aid for unemployed

. [ '
By Christine J. Jindra

AR3
County Cemmissioner Ro|

running for re-election, and "Mayor George V.
Voinovich held a joint news conference yester-
day to announce they had big plans for helping
unemployed auto and steel workers gain new
skills and find new jobs. They are seeking $1.2
million for planning and training.

Sweeney, who had -2 camera crew from
Media Group Inc. of Columbus at the confer-
ence to film for television commercials, seemed
embarrassed when reportess asked him about

the timing of the conference.

Sweeney piqued with sewer board, stalks out

By John Nussbaum l)e

ghoga County Commissioner "Bot
n@ grily stalked out of a joint meeting
w I Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-

trict board yesterday when only two trustees
showed up.

After be Jeft, Commissioner Edward F.
Feighan adjourned the meeting and told sewer

rd representatives, 1 guess we'll be meeting
across the street (in the Justice Center)." He
renewed the commissioners’ threat to ask Com-
mon Pleas Court to force the sewer board to
meet with county and suburban officials.

Sweeney and Felghan suggested sewer dis-
trict trustees resign. "It may be time for the
trustees to seriously consider whether they can
continue to serve the community in light of
their unwillingness tg attend a meeting,” said
Feighan.

Sweeney pointed out that unllke members
of other public boards, sewer district trustees
are paid $8,000 a year,

It was Lhe second time in two weeks that
the county and sewer district officlals have
clashed over what commissioners called the
sewer board's arrogance and ynresponsiveness.
The commissioners called a meeting for Oct. 27,
but were told most of the seven trustees were
unable to attend because of Insufficlent notlce.

Only Board Chairman Mary J. Coleman
and secretary QGloria Battisti showed up yester-
day, nccmnnlod by Erwin Odeal, deputy
director, Willlam Schatz, general counsel.
About a doten suburban mayors also attended.

The commisgioners wanted to discuss the
sewer board’s timetable for construction of the
Northeast Interceptor, which will serve Rich-
mond Helghts, Highland Heights, Mayfield
Helghts, Maytield and surrounding communi-
ties. The commissioners plan to build a $2.5
million temporary treatment plant in Richmond
Helights to serve the area until the interceptor
Is bullt, but residents object.

Odeal, questioned by Commissioner Virgil
E. Brown, sald construction of the interceptor
could be accomplished in three years, “assum-
Ing total cooperatlon of the state and federal
EPAs (environmental protection agencies),” but
that it could take as long as seven years. .

Coleman said the sewer hoard has cooper- .
ated with county officials in the past, and sug- |
gested the commissioners consult the board be-
fore scheduling meetings.

When asked if he was trying to trade in on
Voinovich s popuiarity or to get an endorsement
for re-election, Democrat Sweeney discussed the
good that has come from recent cooperation
between Hepublican Voinovich and the county
commissioners in getting federal highway
money

Vioinovich has not endorsed Sweeney’s
Republican opponent, County Auditor Vincent C.
Campanella, although the mayor has endorsed
Republican County Commissioner Virgil E.
Brown.

Voinovich noted this was an election year
aid said some of the money for their plans
might be approved by President Carter's
admnistration.

Veinovich predicted if their plan worked, it
could help 3,500 lajd-off workers get training
and find jobs. '

Stheeney and Voiriovich said their program
bingey on getting three funding requests

approvr:d.

THey want $150,000 from the U.S. Econom-
ic Dev¢lopment Administration to develop joint
“polici¢s and programs that create a posilive
envirofment for automotive innovation, technol-
ogy transier and production.”

Vanovich admitted “that sounds like a lot
of gobbledygook, but we have lost a great deal
of employment in the area and want to create

jobs.”

Thpy are supporting the United Labor Ag-
ency ip its request for $400,000 from Gov.
James [\ Rhodes’ discretionary funds to be used
to tind'and retrain laid-off workers who most
likely will not be recalled by auto and stee!
plants.

Sweeney said the county has asked the U.S.
Labor Department for permission to use $734.-
000 in unspent federal jobs funds to train the
unempioyed




Help with

face lift

of Terminal Tower
delayed by county

By Gary R. Clark pri

Cuvahoga County commissioners

vesterday declined to appoint a law
i tu prepare a boad igeue for
the proposed renovation of the
Termunal Tower concourse unti the
developers release more informa-
tion on the project.
__County Commissioner Robert E.
"Sweeney said be want TS
stopers and the county prosecutor
to review ali documents dealing
with public access to the concourse
and rapid trapsit platforms before
taking further action.

“1 remaip committed to your
project,” Sweeney said, “but I wan"t
to take a look at your documents.

In an unusual move, cornmis-
sioners approved a resolutiop indi-
cating their willingness to help fi-
nance the $8.3 million project with
$7 million in tax-free industrial
revenue bonds, but declined to ap-
point the bond counsel. Normally,
the resolutions are approved at the
same time.

Sweeney at first said he was un-
willing to approve the revenue bond
resolution or appoint the .bond
counsel. But developers asked that .
the revenue bond resolution be
passed sipce it could have a positive

impact in winning a $2.5 millio
Urban Development Action Gran
for Cleveland to begin bridge
pairs near the Terminal Tower.

Approval of the revenue bo!
resolution merely indicates the
comnmussiopers are willing to fi
nance the project with industral
revenue bonds, but it does pot
commit them to do it. That action

would have to come later.

But declining to appoint a bond
counsel means the law firm of
Hebn_ Loeser, Freedbeim, Dean &
Wellman cannot yet collect itsTees”
and costs for writing the bond
offering. Sweeney said he did not
want to commit the county to any
possible expenses until he reviewed
the documents.

The project includes the purchue
of 600,000 square feet in the
Terminal Tower. including 475,000
square feet ir the concourse, adding
20.000 square feet of cqmmerqnl
space in the concourse; Improving
the concourse with new lighting,
paint and security; adding-a moving
stairway between two of the lower
levels and adding four acres of
parking. .

The project is to be financed by
the $7 million in industrial revenue
bonds and $1,250,000 to be provided
by the developers, Concourse
Development Inc., a subsxqmry of,
Forest City Rental Properties. and
Tower City Properties, a subsidiary
of U.S. Realty Investments.

Hearing will
resume next
week over

hospital rift

By John Nusshaum o o
‘¥esterdar s bearing e the dispute ho-
has paralyzed the Cuvahoga County Hospit-,
Board was continued unti] Wednesday after
Board Chairman William F. Snyder's lawyer
asked for time to prepare a defense.

At the outsegmm;%ry;presidem
of the county commission. said the proceedings
could result in the removal of any or all of the
hospital trustees.

Sweeney presided over a panel of five offi-
cials who appoint the hospital board — includ-
ing the other county commissioners. Edward F.
Feighan and Virgil E. Brown: Senior Common
Pleas Judge Roy F. McMahon and Semior Pro-
bate Judge Francis J. Talty.

The hearing was on a complaint by Snyder
and four trustees loyal to him that the five
remaining trustees' bovcott of meetings pre-
vents a quorum and has brought hospital admin-
istrative business 1o a standstill.

The boycotting trustees responded with a
13-page complaint accusing Soyder of stone-
walling their attempts at reform. trying to deny
them important committee assignments in an
effort to stifle dissent, trying to lude and ignore
flaws in the hospital system's fiscal manage-
ment and dissatisfaction among the medical
staff, and trying to control information avail-
able to the trustees.

The boycotting trustees. polled by Sweeney.
waived their rights to formal notification of
charges and said they were willing to submut to
the panel’s judgment. ;

Snyder's lawyer, Stephen D. Walters. re-
fused to waive the legal requirement. forcing '
Sweeney to continue the hearing. .

Owen L. Heggs. spokesman for the boveot- !
ting trustees, labeled Walters' insistence of
legal procedure “a dodge.” '

“Time to prepare a defense against what”"

he asked. “All of us have been hiving with this
1ssue for months. There are no surprises here.”

The boycotting trustees include, besides
Heggs. board treasurer Sara K. Robechek. Law-
rence Landskroner, Lawrence S. Dolin and Ed-
ward J. Wagner. Heggs is vice chaurmnan.

Trustees siding with Snyder are Svdney S. .
Friedman. board secretary; Albert A. Ballew, °
John F. Lipaj and Dr. Henry A. Zimmerman.
Asst. County Prosecutor Thomas P. Gill. head
of the prosecutor’s civil branch. ruled that they .
were not affected by the dissidents’ charges
against Snyder, but that the apponting officiais
could injtiate therr own charges agamst any
trustee.

In another development. Timothy F. Hagan.
county Democratic chairman and a candidate
for county commussioner. called for Snvders
resignation. He said if he wins election, he

would oppose Snyder’'s reappointment when his
term ends next March.

“He is chairman of the board and his
should be a conciliatory role.” Hagan said. “The
board is at an impasse. It is bis responsibility to
steer the board away from impasses.”



Sweeney: ‘It isn’t fair to exile children’

4
By Gary R. Clark L,J enough money o handle it " sent out of state “virtually need isolation from

Cuyahoga County should develop centers (o Commissioner kdward F. Feighan said that their community.”
treat children with severe emotional problems the two facilities were highly specialized and Bul Sweency insisted: “We ought to be
rather than sending them out of ,:: ::. County lhat to develop a comparable facility in Cuya- providing for that child right here”

Comimssioner  Robert B, () suid hoga County would cust more than twice the oUomrET Z2OTU o TUo o
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Dennis Roche, deputy director of shared .
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“They are very seriously troubled young Scag %g Qg zH gsk 88 5 o2
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By Juhn Nussbaum -

Robert 12 ’SW'('emy; outguing presg cnfof
the Cuyihuyga (‘uunly' commissioners, says he
will urge vounly and ety officrals to dismantle
the Clevelanyg Cuyahoga County Purt Authority
if the Ohio Legislature broadens the authority's
puwers.

Sweeney wil] lestify today at a House Wayy
and Means Compy(ee hearing on House Bl
628, which woulg duthurize regional purt ay-
thorities to issue unvoled revenve bends for
public service and recreation projects and own
land anywhere, nol adjacent to the port. The
land would be exemplt from property laxes.

The bill is opposed by the courly and the
mayor's office. The bort authority is on recard
S 0pposing it, but several port officials, inclugd-
Ing some authority boarg Members, are known
to favor it

John Habat, legislative assistant to Mayor
George V. Voinovich, said the Mayor hus writ-
ten several letters to the legislature, contending
the bilt would “extend o an appointed boarg
uaprecedented powers.”

Habal said no cily officials wi) Lestify be-

Welfare

cause the bill has [jy)e chance of passing.

Sweeney contended the bill would make the
authority Jesy accountable to voters and the
guvernmental bodies it is designed to serve.

"But the counly commissioners and the
mayor created he port authority, and the com-
missivners and the nayor can uncreate i1, he
declared. “If thy tbill) passes, 1 would certainly
recommend the pext board (of county commis-
Mayor consider suck action. At
't think the port is served as
well as it was as a city depariment.”

Sweeney. centended the bill wag designed
“to pul the port authority inlo the arena busi-
ness.” He was referring to speculation that the
authority could be used to finance construction
of a propoesed downtown arena,

Awnthony J. Russo, deputy director of the

i

0ses more port authority power

authority, said he Sees the bill as “a oo} 1o
8row and create new jobs.” He said other ports
— notably Tampa, Fla, and Toronto — have
used such powers 1o prosper.

Russo added (hay he did not speak for the
port authority, but as an individual port officia),

vy with yearly hike discussed

By John Nussbaum
A levy whose millage would rise
rach year to offset inflation js being
vonsidercd by Cuyahoga County
commissioners o replace the 3.4-
mill wellare levy that runs out this
year
The councept, never before tried

1 Oho, was yesterday
by Robert R Sweeney president
of the ! ~Tor the June

4 primary ballot. The commission-
via have been agonizing whether
o axk voters for a straight renewal
ol the levy or for an increase

1
p

The vy has been ut 34 nnlls

g Qz since 1976. Accurding 1o figures

developed by the Otfice of Budget
and Management, 66 mills are
needed just (o keep abreast of
inflation if the new levy 15 to run
another s1x years Butl the com.
nussioners fear they noght loose
everything if a renewaul-plus-addi-
tion 1 offered to volers

Sweeney's propusal would coatide

the county 1o campaipn for g
renewal rather tian an namediate
tax Bikv Bul utter Judl the devy
would grow a0 seay falt o)
O T TR P R TR TN

10 1980, 1ts fual seal

The problem i3, no one is sure it
is legal. Thomas P. Gill, who is
head of the civil branch of the
county prosecutor's office; County
Auditor Vincent C. Campanella;
Secretary of State Anthony J.
Celcbrezze Jr., and the staff of the
Ohio Board of Tax Equalization all
say that state lsws do not prohibit
a staggered levy nor do they
specitically authorize jt.

Celebrezze said e would approve
the Lallog, 4 proprrly worded, and
the tux board spokesiien say they
would mat object Gil] and Catnpa-
nella said the propussl was very
tishy hecause, (f challenged. the

levy could be ruled off the ballot
or ils proceeds could be tied up
while lawsuils are pending.

Sweeney's {cilow commissioners,
Edward F. Feighan and Virgil E.
Brown, favored the proposal. Action
was postponed, however, to seek a
written opinion from $tate Alty.
Gen. Willlam J. Brown.

Deadiine for placing levies on
the June ballot is March 20 The
3.4-mill Jevy helps finance a wide
range ol health and social service
programs an addiion to  {he
adnunistrative cosls of welfare
programs

State will be asked to force
larger budget for appraisals

wiia O
By Gary R. Clark

icid i ] e Cuya-
State officials will be asked to force Cuya
hoga County commissionerg to approve a Ala’rg( r
budget for the county audil:or’s affice (o finance
on-site property appraisals. ¢ Camoanella

County Auditor Vingent C. Campane
asked confmlssioners to jocrease his budg‘;z(ll

from §1.8 million to $2.% million to hire
people to conduct the oh-site appraisal$ in
preparation for the 1582 tlax yuar. About 2:
additional people have alfeady been hired an

bave begun inspections.
Commissioner Edwa
yesterday o approve the
sioner Robert E
sioner -
an auto accident,
meeting. ) )
h a

r the meeting, Cpmpanella, througl
IMIA:I‘:e, said the issue ould be taken to the
state commissioner of lax|equalization, who has
the authority to grant thq
order the commissioners th pay.

F. Feighan vol?d
rease, but Commis-
voted no. Commis-
Il recovering from
did not attend the

and

additiopal funds and

Sweeney, a Democrat, is opposed in the
Noveinber general clection !mi his commission
seat by Campanelis, a Republican. The?' quar-
reled over lhe same issue at last week’s com-
mission meeling.

Sweeney ashed (ampanella last wl_eel to
obtain cust estimales for having the_ on-sile ap-
praisals conducted by a private firm, nlhgr
than by Campaunella’s stalf. Campane_nq said
the cusl esumales ranged from $1.2 million o
$2 milhion. compared to the maximum of $684,-
000 that Campanella said would be needed to
have his expanded staff conduct the {nspections.

Sweeney alse said Campanella’s staff had
increased the number of characteristics to be
oblained by Lhe appraisers from 30 to 65. Swee-
ney suggested the added characteristics con-
cernmg a lot and home would result in larger
valuations and increased homeowner laxes.

Campanella denied the charge. He claimed
better information could result in lower ap-
praisals and taxes. Campanelia's alde said 15 of
the additional characteristics apply onlyy

. condominiumy.



6 trustees named, filling county hospital board

Hy John Nusshaum /

The Cuyahoga County Hospital
system has a funriioning board of
trustees for the first time in four
months with the appointmenl yes-
terday of six new trusiees (o re-
place those removed by county
officials

The new trustees are Pavid Roth,
director of the Free Clinie of
Greater Cleveland, Wilham S Ga-
skill, former county admimsirator,
br. Craig R. George, Cleveland
Clinic radiologist; Armond D. Arn-
son, a lawyer; Barbara Brown-
Daniels, executive dirertor of the
Communily Guidance and Human
Services mental health clinic, and
Lois Selhorst, a sociolegist turned
fnanufacturer’s represenlative.

the county ecomnupssioners: said the
iy were picked fronta bist of more
e 200 candulates by the five
efficials who nae the hospital
board —- (the three county comrms.
sioners i the seninp Juedges of
Comnn Pleas and - Probate
courls

The new frostees widl seplace
farmer hospital board charman
Willm B Savder and tinstees
Owen ], Heggs, Fdward 0 Wagner,
Sara K. Rohechek, Lawrence
Landskroner and Lawrence S
[xahn The five trustees started
bayeatting hoard meetings in Sep-
tember in a demand for Snyder’s
resignation as chairman The boy-
colt prevented the sis-member
qunrum needed for meetings,
County officials removed all six.

Sate Low requires equal repre.
sentaten of the bwo migor pohhical
jranties on the hospital board Roth,
Gaskill and Brown Dantels are
Demnsrats, George, Arnson and
Sethorst are Republicans They will
joan (he fonreinemphent trustees,
Alhert A Rallew amd Dro Harry A
Zimmerinan, Nepublicans, and
Sulney S Froedoan and Jdohn B
Lipay. Democrats The appointing
ofhetals hind asked them 1o resign
so an entirely new board could he
named. bl they refused. Sweeney
said there will be no further at-
tempt Lo remove them.

The six new L.[usleeq will he
sworp i,

Mondaaké th CUU"U :
commlsEioners' w

Henry E. Mannag. president of
‘the hospilal systam. was out of

tlown Henry T Jaenues, assistimt
to the president, sand a4 meeling
will be called as soon ax the 10
trustees can be gotten tagether so
they can eleetnterin olheers and
tie breled co pechisg business 1t
witl he the birst meeting of o
tosptal board sinee August State
Law requires monthly ineetings

Sweeney urged the fowe ineam-
Hent Lruslees to copperiate with the
new appuintees “looend conflicts
and lashion a uniled hoard.™ Tle
also urged coopertion between the
trustees and Manning's
administration.

George, 30, is a former resident
al Cleveland MetrtpolitanGeneral
Hospital, which is administered hy
the hoard. and a furmer assistant
professor dt Case Western Reserve

Robert EfSweeney, president of

Talk of Sweeney-Browh ticket

for CﬂmmISSl

There goes the dream team. ’

Though Democratic Counly Commissioner
Robert E. Sweeney aisted yesterday he never
considersd I, severat people have said Sweeney
bad mentioned his tdea of running as a team in
November with Republican Commissioner Vir-
gll E. Brown.

Sweeney said running with a Republican is
out of the question.

"He's a fine fellow and it’s been a pleasure
each and every day l've worked with him”
Sweeney said. But he quickly added, "[ filed as
¢ Democrat and I see no way it could happen.”

on roundly denied

discuss the leam idea was Edward F. Felgban
the other Democrat on the commission. Feigh-
an, who is not up for election this year, said:*!
expressed my strong opposition lo any conslder-
ation of it."

County Democratic Chairman Timothy F.
Hagan, one of Brown's Democratic opponents,
said he did not believe the reports.

Brown said he had not heard the reports
and it appeared the idea had never crossed his
mind.

"I enjoy working with Sweeney and have no
problem with him but I'm a Republlcan v
Brown said.

'\» One person who admitted hearing Sweeney

T
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medical school le Tivesan Parma

Arnson, b5, managmg paitner of
the law fum of Kahn, Kleinman,
Yanowite &  Arnson,  lives in
Beachwond and has served several
sunts as nterime juitge of Shaker
Heights Mumeipal Court

Brown Daniels, ol Shaker
Heights, beads a stalf of 123 at
the ma-nlal health center She has
been o soc] worker with Garden
Valley Neighborhood Center and the
counly wellare deparlgoent

Gaskill, of East Cleveland, served
briefly as executive director of the
IF'ederation for Commpnity Plan-
ning when he left the dounty rarly
this year He now is agministrator
of the law firm of Jones, Day,
Reavis & Pogue. As copnly admin-
istrator. he was very involved with
llw connly hn\pllal {

Selhorst, a former sociotogist and
farmer regstered nurse, holds 3
master's degree in soeiology from
Kent State University She now
represents several New York gift
ficms She lives in Moreland Hills

Roth, 32, earned a law degrpe
from Cleveland State University
while running the Free Clim¢ and
recentiy passed the Ohio bar
cxaminitions

Hospital trustees serve six years,
but since the new trustees Nl
unexpired terms, theic appoint-
ments vary from fonr months to
moare than five years George and
Brown-Daniels were named (o
terms expiring next March and may
be reappointed to full terms The
terms of Selhorst and Roth run to
1984 and those of Arnson and Ga-
skill to 19B6.
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* well-known names were
t1e 0 those filing yesterday for
tho 1oe Cuyahoga County offices
ip 1 election this year, but a
nt Lor of candidater remain
i)+ sed In the party nrimaries

- owrday was {he deadline {of
Ive- c-als and Republicans seek-
;v .ty nominations for the two
oo commission sexts up for
oy, and for the offices of
prosecutar,  ennincer.
r.oheriff, \errvr}urn er
k of courts, . /‘
:f;.\,,p/.l-:-.)
o the lastminule filings —
¢ y owere formuer Comniy-
cterk 1L Pelerny, who re-
11978 after heving pleaded
» miscopduct in olfice, for-
eveland i fety Dirccler
P & Tarrett, wiio it ruaning
L Clev=t 1 ohien) Boord

r“/'

i

President John B, Gallagher, who
is runting for commsissivner, and
Cleveland Councilman Terence E.
Crye2land, D-13, who ig running for
1iarder.

The failure of the local GOP to
Jield canilidates for prosecutor and
coraner guarantees the re-election
of Incumbent Democrats John T.
Cerrigan and Samuel R. Gerber,
respectively. Gerber and Corrigan

are unopposad in the Democratic
primary. Gerber first won oflice
in 1936 and Corrigan in 1957,

Also unopposed in the Demo-
cratic primary are Clerk of Courts

Gorald B, Fuerst and Treasurer
Frarcis Fl. Gaud,

Unopposed In the Republican
primary are Lois M. Grefl, 5, &

s2il-empioyed certified public ac-

ceuntant who is running for treas-
e Wark Ko Eritz, 28, marketing

INITRES are 01}

AT TSIRTON %

hes2 PR W N awde <

', "R i

TR gvv

~,{1 as j

CO ixm iy @fuce prim:

sof Cleveland, Josoph I Corthi
Tof North v 101, brank 1) (s
¢ of Mayfield reights, Thomas J.
Coyne, a vice chuirman of the
" county Demgcritic perty, and
Cupeland.

and sales speclalist who I3 running
for clerk, and Vincent Ficbig, &
retired Cleveland policeman who
I3 runnlng for sheriff.

Fieblg will face the winner of
the Democratic primary, where

Incumbent  Sheriff Gerald T.
McFavul is opposed by Shelley

. Nowells of Cleveland and Barrett.

Richard R. Mackay, a Demo-
cratic candidate for coumly ergl-
neer, will corapele wih Thomas J
Nelf in the primnary. In Novemker, !
the winner will fzce facuinbont
engineer Renald A. Sizihhiuuse, who
is wiopposed In the Republlcan

~ “lanm

|

!

|

"

primary.

In the Republican primary for 3§

the two commlssion seats, incum-

M. O'Malley of Fairvicw Park.
Counly  Auditor
Campanella is uncpposed in the
HepuLhc'm primary for the eum-

weenty will -

the Demacratic primary.

In November, Brown, who wae .
appointed to the comunission lasty
_ year, wil} face the winner of the
tameiad. .

hA s ne e

(RSN

g competing.
bent Virgil E. Brown will {ace Mary -3

Vincent C. .

Demoerat |

- artield Height's |
Mayor Baymond A, Stuchevive i §

Republican  candidates  [ur
recorder are Jamies I Ilzih xoef
ilEJclid Hicha:d W, Yanlor, + ho
L is self-emiployed In Lhe mvm aad
woodworking businear, ond ‘gin: a3
L. McSween.y, 52, a [rmer o
[y in ll.‘ Lite wrliors offl e
aiey ! for a vear o2 A

Lo for the crv ity

where . six

They are Timothy
chairman of the county

land lawyer; Theodore

former five-term Clev,

clltman; Jebfrey C Kii
., and Gallagiwr.

1y -
ealaries <.
k. tive nux! Ju

b Uokorny '\ A ety

b NE uuwtor 835
‘torom\r s..l.J)J recorder, $77,0 .0
“elerk of courts, $28.500; shunlf
$28,000; enpincer, 322,009 ;]
treasurer, $22.000.

HIQIN

The busicst party prif avies will J -
be {2 pecsider. """"‘""'1 pumocrot |
Mork Licklivy, 18, whp bas Leld |
the post since 1983,jwill facet
& Democrats Joseph R. Qompoli Jr. ;




ROBERT SWEENEY:
Untiring fighter
runs hard against
words of the past

By Gary R. Clark

H i :)

obert g Sweene» barrel chested. ruddy. with starched collar

R points curin, "at the edges, 15 stretching a wide grin across his
tace for the third time in four minutes.

Another. promotional photo with another civic leader. for-

eign d:gnitary or new county appointee. Part of the job, perhaps. of the

president of (he three-member county commussion. And a way into ihe
Limselght.

Sweeney. 56. Irish father of 13. well-heeled lawver. former con-
gressmar. former Cleveland law director. unsuccessful candidate for
Cleveland mayor and state attorney general, 1s at center stage.

He says the proper things. verbalized with long and lingering
sentences, so long they sometimes take a quick right just -before the
punch line.

But Sweeney. a liberal Democrat growing more liberal with the
vears. running hard for commissiorer against Republican County Audi-
tor Vincent C. Campanella. is tough. A bottomless pit of stamuna, an
untiring fighter for what he thinks is right and humane and a man
untouched by any public accusation of scandal or lack of integrity.

But those words keep lingering, keep coming back. Like a pesty
fly, they just do not seem to go away.

It was March 15, 1979 "I cannot pretend to the people of Cuya-
hoga County that the commissioner's office is a part-time job,” Sweeney
said then. “I find myself flying all over the country. It is something that
I honestly admit I can't take care of.”

Ouch. He has added lawyers to his staff. made administrative
changes in his law firm so that it can operate day-to-day without him,
and now claims to bave more time for the county’s business.

And Sweeney devotes long hours to the public: Attending meet-
ings. closeting himself with social activists, taking telephone calls, lis-
tening understandingly to suburban mavors and conferring with his
aides.

But Campanella will not let him forget those words.

Campanella is a man Sweeney-considers to be a one-issue candi-
date. a Republican who worked with Democratic County Treasurer
Francis E. Gaul on what Sweeney considers to be an ineffective attempt
at property tax reform.

A man Sweeney considers to be 8 techmctan a cold duck with
ifttie understanding of human problems. A man Sweeney hopes to crush
Nov. 4. But it will be tough.

Nov. 4. Election day. And Sweeney’s birthday. He bopes to give
himself a present, the plum of public office, the persona] thrill of
another win for a man with many wins.

Sweeney takes the campaign very seriously. He drafted another
Irishman named Mike Kelley to organize the campaign. They are rais-
mg money for a televised advertismg blitz. Sweeney is spending his
nights attending every candidates’ night and ward club meeting be can
find.

It is a well-orchestrated campaign. While a driver drives, Kelley
briefs Sweeney on the next stop. He tells Sweeney of a daugnter just
born to a woman who will be there. Sweeney drops the child's name at
the right time and wins applause.

“Planning counts. huh?" Kelley asks a reporter.

With a cadence and volume to his voice groomed before many
other audiences. Sweeney tells a group of the county’s accomplishments
under his command: Expanded facilities. expanded social services, gov-
ernment ang business working together to create jobs.

“Our county’'s got some serious problems,” Sweeney tells a group
of ethnic Democrats in southeast Cleveland. “But I don't want to dwell
on the problems because you know what they are.

“And 1 think we have some things to celebrate,” Sweeney savs
He speaks of health facilities - such as Cleveland Metropolitan General
Hospital - and mental retardation centers.

“This is a darn good county to get sick in.” Sweeney says. one
hand pointing and one resting on his sujt coat.

“We're running a dynamic program in terms of our health care.
Now we've got to do one thing in the Board of County Commussioners
We've got a serious problem involving our voungsters. Little kids are
getumng into alcohol. Those a little older are getting into crime.

“We've got to attack the problems of joblessness and idleness,”
e savs, shouting.

"I think every mother and father in this room right now under-
tandc what tha Normnancatin meamea—s oo Mo oooo
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“I think every mother and father in this room right now under-
stands what the Democratic program is: To;ﬁvlde_,emplgyment oppor-
tunities not only for the laid-off auto workers or the ste¢lworkers but
for our youngsters. It’s their future. And our kids, yours and mine - are
having a difficult time fitting in, a difficult time finding out the re-
sources to buy a house.” '

Leaning against a wall, County Democratic Chairman Timothy F.
Hagan, who is running for the second commissioners post up for elec-
"tion this year, is wide-eyed. .

Sweeney continues, telling the group how he cleaned up county
government after replacing former Commissioner Frank Pokorny, who
left office and later pleaded guilty to misconduct in office.

“I've been a principal contributor, a principal contributor along
with (County Commissioner) Ed Feighan and myself down there to
bring county government up to a point of universal respectability.”
Sweeney says.

At another stop. Sweeney speaks to a Polish audience. )

“Everybedy who has lived in the shadow of St. John's out here,
and along Fleet street, knows that this is the heartland of the working
people.” '

He tells them the county has lost 48,000 jobs in the past decade.
“That’s a lot of breadwinners that went down the drain,” he says.

Sweeney again tells the audience that jobs and economic develop-
ment are the key to the future and the key to the future of therr
children. And he reminds them of his 13 children - eight boys and five
girls.

The 30 or so people in the audience break into appreciative
applause, just as Sweeney expected.

“You ought to thank Mrs. Sweeney.” he savs of his wife, Patricia.
And turning to a group of women, he says, “I wish she was here, right
girls?”
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Kiobert E. Sweeney learned

liberalism at father’s knee

Robert E{ Sweeriey became a liberal
“ad a Democral quTte literally at his
father’s knee.

Sweeney, the former Cuyahoga
County commissioner swept out of of-
fice last November, grew up during
the Depression when his father, Martin,
was a New Deal congressman from
Claveland's West Side.

;One of his earliest memories, he says,

i
'I#;ﬁ{ﬁ’g“aomo on goc&y Egiver Dr.

r. to

plead for jobs. P.D. SEP 1 } .81

“I remember seeing 50 or a 100 men

tn our back yard every Sunday morn-

ing,” Sweeney said. “My mother would

serve coffee and my father would sit

in his shirtsleeves, and these men would

cry for jobs. My father would sign slips

for them to get on with the WPA (Works
Progress Administration).”

Sweeney paused. The smile vanished
from his ruddy face.

“These were people,” he said slowly,
“who were broken in spirit.”

Those Depresslon Sundays left a
mark on Sweeney. When he followed
his father into politics, he did so as an
enthusiastic liberal, belleving in social

. yelfarg .programs and government

FRY /A .
o SURRLLS
office reflects those beliefs. It is deco-
rated with pictures of his father,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Lyndon B.
Johnson, Hubert H. Humphrey and
Robert F. Kennedy — plus religious

artwork.

“I feel that liberal programs are not
out of style and never will be,” said
the Irish-Catholic Sweeney. “It's social

tohhuwﬂehasbtmmol

his work. “We're {inding that more than
one challenge in a lifetime Is
wonderful.” '

Actually, Sweeney’s involvement I
worker safety issues began long before
county voters turned him out of office,
Nearly 15 years ago, he filed one of
the nation's first lawsuits alleging that
a death had resulted from exposure to

bestos. .
N g B

such suits. Lawyers in other states seek
his advice. He confers frequently with .
doctors studying cancer and other dis:
eases linked to Industrial contaminants,
In 1979, he testified before a Houseé
subcomimnittee investigating workplace
safety, and called for a ban on impor-
tation of asbestos.

He has become a leading expert on
such suits. Lawyers in other states seek
his advice. He confers frequently with
doctors studying cancer and other dis-
eases linked to industrial contaminants.
In 1979, he testified before a House
subcommittee investigating work place
safety, and called for a ban on impor-
tation of asbestos.

As he spoke, Sweeney rose from his
black leather swivel chair. He stood
behind his glass-topped dark wood desk,
hold !

humamzmg them wuh stories of people. 3
whose lives he believes were cut short
by years of inhaling poisons at work.

He spoke rapidly and emotionally,
not unlike his late friend Humphrey,
for a generation the most eloquent —
and long-winded — voice of the Demo-
cratic party's traditional liberals.

A man used to seeking and winning
laree awards for hic clients. Sweenev

Robert E. Sweeney
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""‘rhese were people,” he said slowly,
“who were broken in spirit.”

Those Depression Sundays left a
mark on Sweeney, When he followed
his father into politics, he did so as an
enthuslastic liberal, belleving in soclal
welfare programs and government
regulation.

"S8weeney's elegant Bond Court law ~
office reflects those beliefs. It is deco-
rated with pictures of his father,
Ffanklin D. Roosevelt, Lyndon B.
Johnson, Hubert H. Humphrey and
Robert F. Kennedy — plus religious
artwork.

“I {eel that llberal programs are not
out of style and never will be,” said
the Irish-Catholic Sweeney. “It's social
justice, that's all it Is ... It comes
back to the idea that we are our broth-
er's keeper.

“I think educated people bave a
commitment to the ignorant. I think
rich people have a commitment to the
m'll

Such beliefs were fashionable in 1964,
when Sweeney rode the Johnson land-

slide to Washington and a seat as Ohlo’s
congressman at-large in the do-every-

[ Congress that launched many -
- president’s Great Society pro-’

‘grams. (The seat was abolished two
years later).

Those programs had fallen out of
favor by last fall. Sweeney feels the
swing in voter sentiment, which led to
the Reagan landslide, affected his own
quest for a second full term on the
county commission. He was defeated
easlly by Vincent C. Campanella, the
man he beat by more than 100,000 votes
in"1976.

Today, private citizen Sweeney is
deeply involved in environmental liti-
gation, and brings the same intensity
to his crusade for “industrial hygiene"”
that public servant Sweeney did to his
defense of food stamps and Medicaid.

“It's very exciting,” Sweeney said of
‘h‘“—-—.—-——l -— -

In 1979, he testified before a House
subcommittee investigating work place

safety, and called for a ban 4n lmpoi
tation of asbestos.

As he spoke, Sweeney rose from hls

black leather swivel chair. He stood
behind his glass-topped, dark wood desk,
holding his glaspes in. z
_.xattlipg o1f dthtistiod

humanizing them with stories of peopledy

whose lives he belleves were cut short
by years of inhaling poisons at work. |

He spoke rapidly and emotionally,
not unlike his late friend Humphrey,
for a generation the most eloquent —
and long-winded — voice of the Demo-
cratic party's traditional liberals.

A man used to seeking and winning
large awards for his clients, Sweeney
sald industries that don’t clean up their
factories face economie ruin.

“It took 25 years to get our industrial
leaders conscious of the need for good
industrial hyglene,” said Sweeney. “But
I'm concerned that people like Gov.
Rhodes and President Reagan are now
messaging industry not to worry about
these industrial hygiene rules. I think
they're encouraging a return to the old
ways just when industry was beginning
to show some responsiblluy

That s only one part of the Reagan
program that disturbs Sweeney. He be-
lieves the president does not understand
the complexities of the American
economy.

"l feel we are going to see a very
great class struggle in this country
that's going to be characteristic of the
class struggle of the 1930s,’’ sald
Sweeney. “I think people at the bottom
of the pyramid are going to react
agajnst a government that puts as its
No. 1 priority the consolidation of the
advantages of those who were born of
the velvet.”

Despite his strong convictions and -

his belief the Democratic party will
rise from last November’'s ashes,
Sweeney -- twice defeated for Ohio
attorney general and once for mayor

e bORR 80"

Robert E. Sweeney

of Cleveland — insisted he s not plan-
ning a political comeback.

“I think there is a point where you
really and truthfully and honestly can
say, 'I've got that out of my system,’’
he said. “I've reached that point.”

Others are not so sure. County
Democratic Chairman Timothy F.
Hagan said, “Bob’s spent his whole life
in politics, and I would expect him to
maintain an active interest. I would

Sweeney clearly enjoyed politics. He
is a warm, friendly man, a backslapper
by nature. He liked talking to reporters,
visiting ethnic lestivals, mingling with
Cleveland’s civic, business and cultural
elite.

“In public life, you have access to
the labor leader and also to the business
leader up the street,” Sweeney said.
“You get a feel for the tempo of the
times. That's exciting.”

But not everything about politics is
pleasant. There often is a personal
price.

Earlier this year, Sweeney and his
wife, Patricia, separated. The couple
has 13 children, aged 13 to 30. A family
portrait fills an entire wall in bhis
office.

The separation is obviously a painful

. e e
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subject. Sweeney’s effusivenss vanished
when It came up.

“We're trying to work it out,” he |
sald, managing a weak smile.

“Public service is a very selfish
mistress,” continued Sweeney. “It is
difficult to balance your personal com-
mitment to your family, your wife, your
loved ones and your commitment to
your community.™

He waid he admires Mayor George
V. Voinovich’s practice of devoting one
day a week to his family.

“This is something I often wish I
had done,” he said.

Sweeney began a story about how
he once bought a bus, planning to haul
his brood along on his political rounds.

“I thought it might keep us together,”
he said. His voice trailed off. He didn't
finish the story.

“I think people in publlc life have
more than an average risk when it
comes to personal relationships,” he
said, toying with a paper clip. “Public
figures do have an excess problem of
private grief.

“But so be it,” he said firmly. “I
have no guilt trips.”

— Joe Frolik




anonymous lobbyist quoted by Spy.

APR 2 290 PD Sund-3

P. (Tip) O'Neill, who owns the byi
also “‘of counsel™ with Rgbe

Cle\{eland_. Sweeney, a well-known name in
cratic politics, is a former Cuyahoga County commissioner.

|ONE LINERS: Sen. Mqtzenbaum, on the energy department's
§| ow.msss 1n correcting violations at its nuclear weapons facili-
[.lf‘S_.w _Ws know the problems are complex. but that ie na

His “alleged” narcissim: A
g . A permanent tan tnat gives ; -
golfer Oxley the George Hamilton” award, acgcordix;;qt:c::l

STILL PRACTICING AFTER ALL THESE YEARS: Ji
ton has ieft the law firm of Reid & Priest to fonnthnilssct).w:
Washington-based operation, James V. Stanton and Associates.
Former Rep. Stanton is sharing a townhouse near the DuPont
Circle area with an old pal, former House Speaker Thomas

nton’s new firm is
of
evelan mo-

Ex-commissioner backs Voinovich

ermer Cuyahoga County com-
and a widely known Democrat. yesterday an-
(Hounced his endorsement of egbbﬁ e V.
Voinovich for governor. AUG - § ﬁ%w‘é ﬁ

“George and I have been personal friends o e
years. and we were county commissioners together.”
Sweeney said. “Nobody inspired me more. He is a ded-
icated public servant.”

Voinovich is running against Democratic Ohio
Attorney General Anthony J. Celebrezze Jr. in the No-

vember gubernatorial election.

Sweeney and Voinovich were county commissioners
in the late 1970s. Sweeney, who was elected commis-
sioner in 1976, was defeated in 1980.

In 1980. then-Mayor Voinovich complained to the
county Board of Elections that Sweenev had used a
campaign videotape showing them together that falsely
implied Voinovich endorsed Sweeney for re-glection.
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day unamimously approved an I8 month
contracl in which they agreed to consuld

with the Cleveland Ruilding and Construc
tion Trades Council before laying off any
county tradesmen.

The collective bargaining agreement was
ratified by the tradesmen last week alter
three months of acrimonious negotiatinns
over layoffs among the connty's 125 tradoes-
men

So far, 36 tradesmen have heen taken off
the county payroll due to layolls and early
retirements The Jayoffs were necessary

Sweeney drops bid for mayor

because of an expecled $67 million year.
end county budget deficil. commissinners
said,

Even though the aninn will be notified of
potential layoNs, that does nol mean [hnse
layvoffs are negotiable, said Myers Rol-
lins.the county's personnel manager.

Nevertheless, former Counly Commis-
sioner Robert E. Sweeney. a lawyer who
represents the union, said the county's

"willingness (o consult and confer was a

major step,” toward reaching an agree-
ment

“If they confer and consult it will avoid
any misunderstanding in the future.”
Sweeney said.

But there ‘was some confusion yesterday

about whether the commissioners had
signed a new contract or an extension to
the previous three-month contract that
expired April 30.

Rollins said yesterday's agreement was a
new cantracl. “We took Lhe basic lerms
and conditions that were present in the
prior agreement and adopted it in a new
contract,” he said.

Charles R. Pinzone, executive secretary
of the union, called yesterday's agreement
an extension of the old contract.

Sweeney said it was an “interim agree-
ment” until the Stale Personnel Board of
Review rules on an unfair labor practice
complaint the union filed against the
county ahout the layoffs. Sweeney said

afler the union contract expired. the
county had laid off tradesmen ynder the
provisions of the old contract. which he
said was a violation of civil service rules
Under the old contracl, the county did nof
have to notify the union of layofs,

The extension, or new contract, expires
June 30, 1888. -

The 17 classifications of tradesmen
include sign painters, roofers, plumbers,
ironworkers, electricians, bricklayers and
carpenters, whose hourly salaries range
from $19.24 to $20.78. The union backed

off of its request or a 10% wage hike and .

agreed to a wage [reeze.
Under the appraved contract. the county
included the tradesmen in its tax-deferred

e W has ta
Jemocralic worke
Electinns who wer

1 ‘#erk: l!
)

Tradesmen, county to confer on layoffs

penann program The county agreed (o pay
Tull hospitalization benefits for iradesmen.

“Netther side got everthing it wanted,
hit we negotiated in the spirit of coopera-
tion. " Rollins said

Al yesterday's commissioners meeting,
Commissioner Timothy F. Hagan moved
the contract from [2th on the agenda lo the
first order of business so the union
wouldn’t feel that commissioners “were
any way displeased.”

“We hope that out of these difficulties
nver the last couple of months it will
strengthen our relalinnship . . Hagan
said.

Alsg contributing 1o this story was Willian
Oy,

F:wminon( Cleveland lawyoy
enup lh(j cause of at loast 15 of the
s at thoe ¢ uyiahoga County Board of

ayiigl’inJv ST%NEQ SUN- 94

STAFF WRITER
M a former congressman and

county committstorret, took himself out of contention
for the 1989 Cleveland mayor's race yesterday, three
months after he had raised the possibility of running

lo%ﬁglfﬁ'dolng 30 he raised several candidate-

oriented issues, such as school busing and the failure
to lure corporations here.

Sweeney said he had met with Democratic leaders
and received support for a possible candidacy, but
decided his law firm, which has gained expertise in
asbestos and environmental cases and has become
regional in scope, needed his direction.

Sweeney, 81, said he was searching for a younger
candidate to support. “The ideal age would be In the
35-to-45-year group, which has energy and creativ-
ity,"” he said.

In early April, Sweeney said he was considering
running for mayor because of what he called the
continuing decline of Cleveland. A serious bid for the
office, he said, would take two years of fund-raising
and campaigning.

Sweeney sald yesterday that the city boasted
about the things that affect its image, such as a new
tavern in the Flats and the Cleveland Orchestra, but
has done little to increase the population and
improve the economy.

Some black leaders feel discouraged because of
continued flight from the city caused by school bus-
ing, Sweeney sald. Many families do not move into
Cleveland because of busing.

“School busing hasn't worked in Cleveland,”
Sweeney sald, adding that the federal court should
be asked to modify the busing order.

Many companies have recently moved their head-
quarters out of New York City ares, but Volnovich
administration has not been selling the city on any
real basis, Sweeney sald. .

Sweeney was elected a county commissioner in
1976 and was defeated by Republican Vincent C.
Campanella In 1980. He was congressman-at-large
from Ohlo in 1965-66. :
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5 honored for saving downtown theaters

" Thi Playhouse §are Foundation honored
live people last night who played key roles in
saving the Ohio and State theaters from
demolition and worked toward restoration of
those and the Place and Allen theaters.

John F. Lewis, foundation president,

praised the five at a dinner for contributors
of $10,000 or more to the foundation.

Last night the Great Lakes Shakespeare
Festival opened its season at the renovated
Ohio Theater.

Honor ] were Ray K. Shepardson, former

Playhouse Square execulive secretary who
started the movement to save the theaters;
Elaine Hadden, former head of Playhouse
Square Associates, a volunteer group that
raised money and supplied volunteers to work
on theater restoration; Oliver C. Henkel Jr.,
former foundation president who sp‘_earheaded

‘-Ir;dustry to follow Manville?

fund-raising efforts in the 1970s; Charles W.
Raison, a veteran theater rebuilder who be-
came foundation executive director in 1979,
and Robert E{ Swecney) former Cuyahoga
Counfy commi " who helped arrange the
county’s purchase of the loew's Building,
which houses the State and Ohio theaters.

{ ) » . v T.,l.‘,.., 7
) TUNING IN _, _Fapmer County Cominfs-
smner_ﬂnhm_ﬁ_m&‘is scheduled to be
on CBS' “Sunday Morning™ Sunday. He'll talk

phSER 10 82 i\

NEW YORK (AP) — Creditors
of Manviile Corp.. meeting ves-
terday to safeguard their inter-
ests. expressed concern that the
company’s reorganization umder
federal bankrupley law could have
a “domino” effeet throughout the
ashestos industry.

The 59 top creditors formed a
20 member committee of banks,
insurance companies and trade
representatives to oversee Man-
ville's debts.

Cleveland lawver and former
Cuyahopa County Camnissioner
Roberl k. SWéency has been
Tommated 1o e cozimitiee by

the Asbestos Litigation Lawgers

said the government would have
to limit such Jawsuits or bail out
firms that otherwise would be
forced to follow Manville's
example.

“The ramifications are wide-
spread.” conceded Mitchel H.
Perkiel. an attorney for Manville.
"1 think il's going to have a
wide ranging  effect  on all
companies subject to lawsuits by
virtue of occupalional hazard.”

Manville, the largest asbestos
manufacturer in the country with
$2 billion in sales tast year, has
Nled for reorganizalion under
Chapter 11 of the federal bank-
1uptey code.

of America, he sau yesterday

Sweeney already s on the
creditors” committee o the
tnarco Industries Ine case. the
first ashestos cise Tiles]

Many at the conpittee mes e

Under Chapter 11, a company
is protected from ereditors’ law-
suits while it Iries Lo reorganize
IS finanees,

The Denver firm took the action
Bes ause t Taved mare than 16 500

lawsuits from those with health
problems because of expusure to
ashestos. Manville said legal set-
tlements could force it out of
husiness.

One creditor, who requested
that he nol be identilied, said
Manvillé's action will force the
entire investiment communily to
examine its holdings in the
asbestos industry.

William M. Kahn, attorney for
United States Trust Co., the
trustee for $175 million of Man-
ville's publicly held noles, said
the implications for the industry
were “lairly clear.”

“Anybody who buys a bond of
a company besieged with suits has
v he a little concerned,” he said.

Manville, which has liabilities
of $1 hillion and consolidated debt
for horrowed money of $600 mil-
lon, s estimated s potential
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about asbestos litigation, a‘ ficld in which he is
an expert. '

i RDIJ, WITH THE CRUNCH: A
Chinese food fan reports that some
of the not so-fancy Chinese restau-
rants in town used peanut hutter as
alller in egg roffs. Now. however '
thoy are complaining begase ,n"a'
nut butter is in short supiply Th('l
chels had treplace the peanut but.
ter with o more CXPDEONN Y sprrogif
shrunp 4
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‘Take the profit
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By Robert E. Sweeney.
o one doubts that Chief
Justice Warren Burger is
correct in his assertion that
we are a very litigious

society or that the volume of
products-liability suits across the
country presents a serious chal-
lenge to our entire tort system.

Additionally, article after arti-
cle reminds us that asbestos
producers are having a difficult
time surviving when all the vic-
tims of asbestosis, lung cancer
and mesothelioma continue to as-
sert claims. The poor Manville
Corp. has only $2% billion in
annual sales with about a $1.7
billion net worth to retire the de-
serving claims of injury Manvilie
caused.

There is also.a lot of weeping
and goashing of teeth concerning
the survival of the casualty
insurance companies that insure
these producers, and they have
displayed a reluctance to live up
to their contracts of insurance to
indemnify the victims as they are
identified.

As a result of all this, we now
have about 20,000 cases of asbes-
tos injury piling up in our state
and federal court dockets.

But the real tragedy is that
notwithstanding the fact that the
vast majority. of scientific au-
thority has identified asbestos
fiber as an extremely dangerous
carcinogen, the United States
continues to import from Quebec
about 975.000 tons a year. The
asbestos mining and manufactur-
wng industries roll on, and
materials such as brake lining and
insulation materials continue to
be incorporated in American
buildings. homes and
autornobiles.

We are encapsulated in this
dangerous mineral and have failed
to develop safe substitutes. There
i$ no way a national prevention
program can be developed if the
General Services Administration
continues to authorize the impor-
tation of this cancer-causing
material.

T ihere 1S to be a reduction in

cancer. common sense dictates-
that Congress put an embargo on
asbestos. Our economic interests!
must yield to this important
health program.

Isn't it also common sense that,
through our elected representa-;
tives and sepators we tell the
representatives of North Carolina
that the American public no|
longer will subsidize that states‘
tobacco industry?

Tobacco subsidies, if permmed‘
by law in the future. will be
nothung more than confirmation.
of congressional hypocrisy in
dealing with the cancer dea:’

‘out of cancer

rate. The United States can no
inger disregard the medical facts
of life and go on ignoring the
surgeon general’s warnings of the
relationship between cigarette
smoking and lung cancer which
is now particularly severe among
women.

Preventing injurious exposures
to carcinogens such as asbestos
and tobacco are far more impor-
tant than adopting federal and
state compensation schemes
which allow the victim to become
injured and then compensate

The National Cancer Institute’s
statistics indicate that 25% of the
cancer deaths are occupationally
inspired. This death rate contipues
to grow in direct relationship to
our refusal to adept sensible
industrial hygiene standards in the
workplace: Toxic fumes, dusts and
other contaminants are causing
far more workers disability than
the traumatic type of injuries of
the past.

Occupationally induced disabil-
ity claims have increased hecause
modern pathology can identify
cansation of disease with far more
accuracy. The challenge to our
society is, “Are we going to con-
tinue to ignore the scientific data
and to proceed in the industrial
environment as we have in the
past?”

Often, the federal government
is one of the worst offenders. Re-
cently, the General Services
Administration  has  located
potential ashestos hazards in 208
of its 2,500 buildings. Of those
208, 44 office buildings were
identified as being seriously haz-
ardous sitvations, rated in terms
of the degree of hazard and given

priority for attention. One building’

cited was the AJ. Celebrezze
Federal Office Building here.
Asbestos insulation and fire-
proofing materials present a
serious health hazard for approx-
imately 5,000 federal workers and
the general public who use that
building daily. Evidence exists
which tends to indicate that GSA
authorities of the past have indi-
cated that the structure was
asbestos-free But recent testings

confirm that 357 of i fire
proofing matenals in tbe owlding
are asbestos-laden.

It seems to me that the GSA's
asbestos abatement prograr must
be carried out with the utrsnst
efficiency, so these materials are
removed  from  Cleveland's
Federal Building and that while
this work is going on. the public
and the federal emploves not be
in areas of danger there. It's hard
to believe. but the cold air return
plenum is lined with asbestos
materials that are now flaking
off and being recirculated into the
building's ventilation system.

It’s no exaggeration to say then
that Cleveland's Federal Building
is the 14th most dangerous federal
office building in the United

U.S. should
not encourage
use of asbestos

and tobacco

States. Already maintenance
workers from this building are
receiving federal worker’s com-
pensation for asbestosis sustained
as a result of exposure to these
asbestos materials during their
working careers in this building.

Adequate information concerg-
ing health risks must be supplied
to all users of this building. People
are eatitled to knowiedge so as
to be able to protect themselves
agaiost injurious exposure to
asbestos dust.

The majority of scientific
opinion indicates that even per-
sons incidentally exposed. such as
housewives washing the work
clothing of their spouses. come
down with asbestos-related dis-
ease. Testimony from many
scientists has also placed persons
within the community adjacent to
where asbestos is used as being
at risk.

We have let the asbestos ana
tobacco industries get away with
murder. There is a great deal of
profit in cancer and it seems that
many people in these industnes
don’t give a damn about tne
problern.

Sweeney, a lawver here. 1s a
former Cuyahoga County com-
missiorer and U.S. representative
He s attorbey for a number cf
ashegior diseqge olzimants.
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morny workers suffer dis-
proportionately from job
health hazards posed by

such substances as pesticides. ethy-
lene oxide, and a host of other toxic
substances.

Black American workers have
- - —_ .4*3*%%»“._.1: higirer
nisk of contracting occupationall:
related disease «nd a 207 higher |
death rate {rorm such illneses than
white American workers. This was
the substance of a recent report by
the Urban Environment Confer-
ence Inc., a respected group com-
posed of labar. minority and
environmental groups concerned
with health and social 1ssues

It goes without challenge that
black and Hispanic workers are
overrepresented in types of work

that bave above-average tnyjury and
iliness rates. Such jobs include
laundry and dry cleaning. smelters,
hospital and service industrres.

Not only do mnoriiies work in
unsafe industries. but often they
are assigned the dirtiest yobs there.
Black steel workers are most likely
to work at coke ovens. and black
textile workers at the more dusty
opemung, picking and sorting opera-
tions. Cotton dust exposure and
brown lung disease are mumority
health problems of great magni-
tude because an average of 25 of
America’s textile workers are
black:

When one considers that 28% of
nursing aides, hospital orderites
and attendants are either black or
Hispame, it is hittlée wonder that
there 15 a great volume of heaith-
related injury as a consequence of
exposure to ethyiene oxide, which 1
used as a sterilizing agent for medi-
cal equipment and which is known
as a potential human carcinogen.

We are all farmibar with the dan-
gers that attend pesticide expo-
sures and which cause deaths to 800
to 1.000 farm workers annually,
along with 80.000 to $0.000 injuries.
But we must consider that some
79% of farm workers are Hispanic
and that setting a generic standard
for worker exposure to such pest-
cides has fallen by the wavside.
according to former OSHA director
Eula Bingham.

The opposition party 11 the elec-
tion documented a strong case for
concluding that there 1s 3 svsigm-
atic dismantling of the Occura-
tional Safety and Health Admins-
tration effort with regard to
worker health training Grants for-
merly funded for training and edu-
cation of mnorities to remove
them from injurious exposure have
been elimimated under the current
admuaistration 1n Washington.

Also eliminated have been
¢ sponsored grants to
minority-oriented groups such as
the National Urban League and the
A Philip Randolph Institute. the
Laun Amernican Council for Labor
Advancement and Working Women.

Under the current central gov-
ernment policies, Minonity workers
are truly getung the dirty end of
the suck. and a greater concern for
the health of all workérs. mapnty
as well as munority, ought ts e
reinstated along the Potomac.

Sweepey. a lawver bere, is 2 for-
mer Cuyahoga County commis-
stoper

p criteria

forchoosing to choose honorees.

PO/ 1965 FHOI0

"“The criteria would not neces-
sarily be based on residence,”
would be for those that brought a
particular renown to Cleveland
for his or her contributions in his

The Owens statue was put up in
1982. It cost $35,000. The Gund
Foundation-contributed $10,000,
and commissioners paid the rest.

Don C, Miller

Sweeney said. “The hall of fame
particular sport.”

"This is a good localion
beeause it is on the threshold of

the Stadium.”
S. district atterney here for

10 years, returned to private

Miller died in 1979 at the age of
was to creale an outdoor sports praclice, then was named a US.

77. He played for Knute Rockne at
Notre Dame from 1922 to 1924.
His accomplishments and those of

After coaching eight years,

Miller began to practice law. He
Commissioners did nol commit
themselves to allocating money

for the sculpture, but did name

Sweency said Miller was a good
Sweeney chairman of a commit-

choice because, like Owens, he

his backfield mates earned them tee that would draw u

perhaps the most famous nick-
name in college football history,

and tanks. It's about time we do it
for somrthing else.”” Sweeney

was never really honored here for

sioners. He asked the county to his accomplishments while alive -

come up with half of the expected

$30.000 cost for the sculpture.

said,
was U

1ssloners

tormer

°
“The sugges-

Sweency,
Lion ‘yesterday Lo county commis-

£k

commissioner. i

5
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A statoe of the tate Don C.

Miller, one of the Four Horsemen
of Notre Dame. has heen proposed

for a county-cwned downtown
It would be anchored in Hun-
tington P'ark, at the northeast cor-

ner of Lakeside Ave, and W. 3d St.
Every public park seems to

Sweeney said that when he was
a commissioner, the board's aim
have a memorial with implements
of destruction 1n il like cannons

park.
hall of fame in the park 1o memo-  bankruptcy judge here in 1965.

rialize city athletes.

ponder park statue
of Don C. Miller

across Irem the Justice Center.
There is alrcady one statue of an
athlete there — of the late Cleve-
land-born Olympian Jesse Owens.

Comm




Yichard K. Mellctt, who is dying from a disease caused by asbestos, with his daughter,

" -acy, ana wife, Georgia.

Slowly dying
from asbestos

[nsulation workers
not told of danger

4 A
By Michael K. Frisby A ml

Richard K. Mellott, 41. sits in s h
near Youngstown watching his wife and three .
dau rf that he 1s a.bout fodie .

-4ty A 2
- -Sty e"ﬁ‘mef"rr Mmbmnrﬂs"
neatly furmshed and get-well cards are display-
ed near the chair where he hes. His laugnters, .
Jody. 17; Tracy, 18, and Cartie. 2. sadly watch
their disabled father.

From 1957 to 1973, Mellott was an insula-
tion mechanic. Last year, doctors told him he
had pleural mesothelioma, a cancer that started
behind his lungs and enguifed them. slowly, 3
suffocating tum.

No one recovers from the disease. which

ANUESSEN

medical experts say is caused bv breathing
asbestos fibers in insulation material. Mellou
has about two months to live.

Once he renovated a building after work
and on weekends, fixed items around the house
and enjoyed famly outings, Mellott recalled.

Now he lies in a living room chair. Plasuc
tubes bringing oxygen are inserted :in his nose
His face is drawn; the brown hair on his head
has thinned, revealing a pale scaip. The legs
protruding from under a veliow bathrobe are
thinner than they once were. His head rested on

pillow as he talked about his Life aad ceriain
eath.

Y
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“Yes, I am bitter. 1 could dle at-

any {ime. 1 am being taken away
from my family.” he lamented. *'1

am real bitter We filed a lawsuit

that will take care of my family,
but it doesn't heip me.”

Fdward P. Moran fixed insulation
in Cleveland area bulldings for 31
vears. Like other insulation me-
chanlcs, he was unaware the insu-
lating material contained a dan-
gerous mineral.

As Moran worked, he smoked
cigarettes, unaware a person who
smokes and works with asbhestos
runs a high risk of contracting lung
cancer,

Cleveland lawyer Robert E.
Sweeney, an expert In asbestos
litigation, sald Moran inhaled
asbestos fibers released when an
asbestos product in the insulating
material was torn. cut or
damaged.

While asbestos entered Moran's
and other workers' bodles, where
it often lingered for years before
causing a deadly disease, Sweeney
sald Industry executives manipu-
Iatrd research and [alled to tell
wnrkers abnut the dangrrs

Ry April 1979, Moran, 81, of Avon
Lake. had learned that asbrstos had
heen linked to cancer, asbestosis
and pleural mesothelinma, all dis-
easex that damage the lungs. It was
ton late to save his lifr. Morap
died from lung cancer that month.

Sweeney Insisted Moran was one
of many American workers who
died needlessly from diseases
cauzed by asbestos because manu-
facturers concealed knowledge that
their products are dangernun

“Asbestos companies have shown
an insensitivity and lack of concern
for human suffering.” Sweeney
taid. “Their products were killing

Curtla G Linke

legedly failing to tel) employes they
had diseases caused by asbestos.

The company's report for 1980
also said it disposed of 403 asbestos
claims last year at an average cost
of $23,300 each, compared with an
average of $13,000 in previous
years.

The company also admitted that
the cost of the claims to the
company could be substantial.

Sweeney has [lled about 400 suits
on behalf of workers Injured by
asheslos. He hopes the Moran deci-
sion will fuel an effort to ban
asbestos.

“Viclms and their families use
the courts to strike back,” he said,
"but all the money In the world
doesn’l help a dying man. It might
ease his conscience by letting him
know his famlly will be taken care
of, but it won't make the victim
any better. It won't give him back
his life.”

PD/JAMES A HATCH

Robert E. Sweeney

get is a suffocating type feeling,”
said Mellott, his soft voice eracking.
He has lost about 40 pounds in the
last year.

In 1972, Mellott learned at a
conference lor Insulation workers
that asbestos might be dangerous.
The next year, he changed jobs and
later became district manager for
AC&S Insulation Co.

Asked his reaction when he
learned about the possible dangers,
he said:

1 wondered then if | would live
to be 50 or 60 years old. I had no
dream it would strike this soon. I
have been out of Lhe business for
seven years, but it stil got me.
Something must be done to stop
It

“1 can't describe what [ feel”
his wife, Georgia, sald. "I guess
that will come Iater. I am busy
looking after my husband.”

She sald Mellott has been
remarkable, even displaying humor
at times. Recently when she could-

files In &8 wall cabinet in his office
In Bond Court Building last week.
Each was a suit against an asbestos
company; each represented a victim
or his survivors.

One {ile contained information
on Betty Greene, 43, an Indlana
woman who died of pleural me-
sothelioma in 1979 sfter breathing
asbestos that was on her husband's
work clothes as she washed them.

Sweeney sald safety Improve-
ments have been made in the
workplace and some items con-
taining asbestos have been banned,
but asbestos companies caused a
great deal of human suffering by
concealing information.

He has a stack of scientific
studles on asbestos, some completed
decades ago. The companies had
this lhformation, Sweeney said, but
did not share it with workers so
they could make a choice.

During the Morap trial, Sweeney
presented evbdence that asbestos
com| aware that

ors who wrl with asbestos
!.ed a far greater cancer risk,
but delayed In relaying the infor-
roation to those who worked with
thelr product.

In addition to insulation, asbestos
is nsed in some floor and ceiling
tlles, paints, pot holders, rugs, dra-
perles, flower pots, ironing board
covers, rugs and .other items. It
has been estimated asbestos is used
in 3,000 products.

Curtis G. Linke, senior director
for corporate relations for Johns-
Manviile. denjed in a recent inter-
view that his company had been
involved in any coverup of
asbestos-related rezearch.

“It was not until 1964 that anyone
realized that people lke insulat'ot
workers, who are exposed to a {i
that Is less than 100% asbes
mlgh! contract disesses,” he

fetn ~aid higs companv ac

are cerfainly aware of poc,ble
dangers.

He added that new Incidents of
diseases are not a problem and
malntained that the rutts filed
agalnat hls company are the resul!

of things that occurred 20, 0 or
rven 40 vearg apn.

"It tashestos dizease) 1= a dimin.
ishing diseaee,” he sald, “and will
eventually st go away.”



“Asbestos companies lnve shown
" an insensitivity and lack of concern
for human suffering,” Sweeney
sald. “Their products were killing
good, bard workers, but all they
were interested in was making a
profit.”

He said a stern message was pent
to the asbestos industry last week
when a US. District Court jury
-awarded Moran's wife, Dolores,
$500,000 in punitive and $350,000
compensatory damages from
Johns-Manville Sales Corp., the
country’'s largest mporter and
manufacturer of asbestos
products.

The jury’s award in Moran's suit
may have jolted executives at
Jobns-Manville, whose corporate
offices are near Denver.

Although compensatory damages
are paid by their insurance
company, a  Johns-Manville
spokesman said punitive damages
must be paid by the company. The
punitive damages in the Moran case
were the most ever awarded. The
company plans to appeal.

Johns-Manville officials recently
disclosed to the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission that as of
March 4, it was a defendant in
5,800 suits brought by 10,200 peo-
ple, most of them insulation work-
ers or their survivors.

The suits, like those filed by
Moran and others, accuse the
company of negligence in not
warning workers the product is
dangerous.

Johns-Manville also said 85 for-
mer employes have sued doctors
working for the company for al-

Mellott's suit in federal court
here charges that Johns-Manville
apd 12 other asbestos
failed to warn him their
dmmudamfornim

" in damgges.

eV —
a different occupation had he known
asbestos is dangerous. In recent
years, his father and uncle, who
beld similar jobs, have died from
asbestos-related diseases.

Mellott recalled that at the
buildings where he worked, white
asbestos dust would be scattered
on the floor. At the end of the day,
the white powder often covered his

" clothes.

Mellott said workers were not
warned about the dangers because
“the companjes are the big guys
and they were looking out for their
profits and dollars. They didn’t care
about the little guys.”

Last year, he saw a doctor after
feeling weak and was told be had
the disease. Mellott knew it would
be fatal.

“It was really hard on the chil-
dren.” he said, “but we have ac-
cepted It and had long talks about
it. There really is nothing you can
do, but accept it.”

Mellott said the disease has not
been particularly painful, except in
recent Weeks when be was forced
to use Oxygen to breathe.

“It was rea] hard to breath. It is
Scary tryiog to get air. What you

later became district manager for
AC&S Insylation Co.

Asked his reaction when he
learned about the possible dangers,
he said:

I wondered then if I would live
to be 50 or 60 years old. I had no
dream it would strike this soon. I
have been out of the busipess for
seven years, but it still got me.
Something must be done to stop
it.”

“T can't describe what ] feel”
his wife, Georgia, sald. “T guess
that will come later. I am busy
looking after my husband.”

She maid Mellott has been
remarkable, even displaying humor
at imes. Recently when she could-
p't find 2 thermostat to lower the
temperature, he remarked:

‘Honey, you are going to have a
hard time without me.”

[ ] L ] L J
Sweeney pointed to hundreds of
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County says Robert Sweeney
lans bid for mayor

strike notice
is improper

© w2097 PDYED A
T“fahesr:lr)e:nnallegedly failed

“to exhaust all alternatives

- By META McULLAN
STAFF WTER

T d a provisioa of their contract with.
the county when they gave Cuyaboga County commis-
xi00ers a strike potice before all negotiating 1ois bad been
exhausted, the county’s chief negotiator said yesterday.

“It 13 our contention that the natice is deficient. Before'
they secve natice. we have to be at an impasse 2nd
ethnhl.lthemumwehave."saldMyasRolher.

PF 8 a7
IySTEVEI.EﬂT:&uEneB

POLITICS WRITER ¢

_ Former Commis-
sioner what
be ca decline of

Cleyeland, said yesterdsy he was
seriously considering running for

‘The media has been
creating a false
impression that the city
has been meving
ahead.’

— Robert E. Sweeney
fo AR

commissioner. He lost that yeap <o
Republican Vincent C. Campanefla,
!hoclobbﬂghimhthmsm

i “1 feel that the city of Cleveland has
“‘nelmalmwevoulduvebeenwmqm:!m aat the c1t ]
mediator, abd that bas mot been satisfied,” he said boca standing sil,” be said yesterday.
The 125 tradesmen. by former County Com- media bas eating a false
mmionﬁgﬁ.w ney. Dave commissieners a  IMPression that the city has beco
10-day sfrike police after a two-week extenion of their “’g"‘lu ) '
contract expired last Thursday. weeney, a Democrat, said the city

The 17 classifications of tradesmen include carpenters.

bricklayers, roofers and plumbers. They intend to stnke at
. ght Sanday if oo ag it is reached.
“Wewwﬂmmmmw
utilize the procedure,” Rollins said. )

smmmmmmkemmmm
because the tradesmen’s cootract had expired and he
vnmquﬂdhthw(ivememumynatms'ceney
coald not be reached for comment yesterday.

Hhanﬂ!hmunty‘shrxﬂniummwlw
begin a marathos 3essioR LOmOTTOw to resoive dif-
ferences. Rollins would oot say what action the county
woald take if tradesmen went on strike before the isue of
the strike notice had been resolved. ) )

While wages and bepefits have figured in tado, pb
sacurity apparently is a key issve. Sweeney has declined
comment on the tssues, dut commissioners alluded to the
stumbling block yesterday, sayung the county was not 2’
srivate cotporation that unions could make demands to
about job secunty. .

Commussioners are coasidering layoffs and reductions of
iobs to offset a year-end deficit that could reach $6.7
muilion. ;

The county’s aryument about fipancial bardships has
persuaded several umioos in the last coupie of weeks to
{orego wage hukes this year, Commissioners yesterday
approved three-year contracis for 14 mindow cleaners
and wall washers and 14 saqitation employees that call for
a wage freezs tus year.

However lhe sanitation employees, who work at the
county waste water treatment ptant tn Middleburg
Heights. won a S-cent st differenual. As with a recently
approved three-year with 400 central-services
employees, these two contracts call for a wage reopener in
the second and third years.

bad been 3o deaperate for positive
reinforcement that many residents
bad willingly inflated the importance
of minor developuents, such as the
opening “of a saioon in the Flatx.”

Sweeney, who served as a con-
gresuman at large from Ohio for ope
term in the 1960s, said be had been
encouraged to run in recent months
by a number of people. He declined to
pame them bot said the group
included some influential Democrats.

Cuyakoga County Democratic

John M. Coyne said yester-
day he was anaware of any moveroem
to encourage Sweeney o run for
mayor,

“This is the first [ve beard of it.”
Coyne said, adding that Sweeney
would be a viable candidate.

“He's a former congressman, and
he’s got a good running name,” Coyne
said.

Sweeney. a lawyer, is regarded as
an unternauonal authority on eaviron-
mental law and the cancer-causing
effects of asbestos. He ieft pudlic

y d about 7,000 more
votey in Clevelandt than

did. When Sweeney was first elected
as commissioner in 1976, he beat

: ila. Sweeney was an unsoc-
cessful candidate for mayor of Cleve-
land in 1355 and twice lost bids to be
elected state attorey general

Sweeney grabbed hesdlines for
weeks in 1979 whea he said he coaldn’t
sumultapeously be a private lawyer
and county commissioner. He
announced be would resign his elected
office. He later changed his mind and
remained as a commissioper.

Sweeney, who lives on the West
Side. talked like be had already given
a great deal of thought to running. He
said any campaign be would wage
would be siyled to both whites and
blacks who ate interested in improv-
1ag Cleveland. He said too much
emphasis had been placed on boosting
Cleveland's image while oot esough
attention bad been given to creating
and retarnung jobe.

He said that becanse of the com-
parative low cost of homes in the
Cleveland area, municipal leaders
bere should do more to woo corporate
beadquarters from high-price East

ROBERT E. SWEENEY: “| fee!
that the city of Cleveland has
been standing stll.”

Coast cities. He said Cleveland should
diverce itself from its depengence oo
steel and other declining industries
and try to develop other economic
bases.

Sweeney said he planped to begin
makiog pubhic appearances sooo to
measure [nterest i i as a mayoral
candidate. He sajd he would not base
tus decision on the posucal future of
Mavor George V. Vononch. an unan-
nounced candidate for the Senate wn
1988. Sweeney said his dec:sion would
be unaffected if Yo:novich. a Republ-
can, was unsuccessful 1n fus Senate bid
and sought re-election to a fourth
termm iz 1989.





